n 
(MT Zz 
7, 


Tea 


° 
VOCAL ELE: 


¥ olf 
VLA 
CIEL EAE 


it4hue 27 


ne A oe 
v OW G Hee A\Ge| : 








FRIDAY MAY 1STH- THE BARN -$5 | 


Spiderworks 


ALL ORIGINAL MEMBERS 
FRIDAY MAY STH - THE BARN - +10 


Max Cavalera’s 


Soule F 








Y iunG-Fu 
2 GLE 288) 


‘ ‘ Ne Bom ite 


Kirk St.James 


Pe TOS BARI 2 209) 


“SET UP KIDS BRAID 
NO KNIFE * J-ROD 








MOBTOWN * DEBONAIRES } 
HEADBOARD * SHAKERZ E 


__ SATURDAY May 16TH - - THE BARN - ss 


FRIDAY JUNE ea Se 
BARN -¢ 






~ Rpm gunday madnga | 
18 VISIONS + CAIN 


EXIST * THESETUP 
FORCED LIFE * THE REVOLVERS 


_SUNDAY MAY 17TH - THE BARN - 5/3PM | 


THE DICKIES 


THE ZIGCGENS - LINIC 80. 


satunpay MAY 23RD - THE BARN - -#8 


INCITERS 
00 SOUL 


iL} ° CLASSSTIOUSE ° ° 6033 


~ ALIEN ANT FARM 
_KOTTONMOUTH KINGS 


| POPPA ROACH DISLOCATED STYLES 


| SATURDAY MAY f 30TH - THE BARN - SF | 











with al guests | 
22 Jacks « Sprung Monkey | 
The Barn, Riverside + $8 + 8pm | 





Home Gr own 
Sprung Monkey 
Old oe: Holl, HB + $9 + eee 


RECORD | RELEASE St SHOW! 


| # OME BUY A CD — GET FREE STUFF! 
GROWN “Mad Caddies | 


re SQU0RPGY? DUNE Gill: THE BARI 8B | 
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REW HORTON HEAT-CRAMPS 

LREE|ROCKER:GUPERSUCKERS)-/BIC GANDY 
BLASTERS: (PALADINS INDIGO SWING 


{3} CATS(KING KOTTON\‘TOPGIMMY 





Saturday May 23rd 


Mobtown's "CACTUS JUICE” 
CD Release Party with special guests 
Los Hooligans + The Allentons 
The Downbeats - WaWaWiWa 
Showtime 8pm $1 off w/flyer 
Saturday. May 30th 
SKAWABUNGA! 


Get. ready to explode 
The Adjustments « Unleaded Plus 


Yellow Snow + The Hickups* The Counterfits 
Showtime 7:30.$8.00 w/flyer 
Saturday June6th 
Jump N' to Summer 
JUMP WITH JOEY along.with 
JADE (The horn player’is from NO DOUBT) 
The Downbeats - The Spectaculars 
Showtime 8pm $1 off w/flyer 


Live at THE LOFT 


30 W. Green St: Old Pasadena 
(626) 564-1406 





Fit ain't tasty, it ain't Mettedi! 
~~ Brandnew ig 943° : 


Gonna Get So Laid” 
Metal Murf, AJand 


Tne yout ever hear!!! 
‘wi special guest - 


Appearing We in California 
May 
16 Gilman st. berkeley 
7 OidIronside Sacramento a 
- afternoon KDVS recordsswap [| 
17 Bottom of the Hiltw/ Hi Fives 
9 Argyle Cat Los Angeles 
Al's Bar 1.03 Angeles 
Bakersfield 
23 The Living Room 





CD oulnow-Demanditat — 

your favorite storeor 
Mailorder $10 oe 

k for more shows to be added, 





order or send for free caiate 4 
MeitedRecords © 
Qi $uth Ave Suite Pe 
Astoria NY 11106 | 
e-mail: meitdrex@ aolx com 
Tel:212-3536195 
hitoy jwwwmediocre comimetted 





Sto * ey 


714.635.6067 
www.allages.com 


Pat ANE am bs) CHIH 


CT CLES 
Wash 
Wus 
Friendship 7 
Mr. Floam 
$5.00 


Thursday May 21 


Euclid Bivd. 





Lincoln Bivd. 


1652 West Lincoln Anaheim, CA 92801 


AEE aE Sam Dd 
Jump with Joey 


Numbnuts 
Skeehall 
a Ty 
ES 
AAT 


(2:17) Productions $4.00 wit tye 


Call for lineup (714) 740-4007 ext. 5517 


STE aE) Ht) 
The Disco Porno Sound of 

Autre 

UTC 
Big Saver 

NTT ea Crd 

Fool Proot 

acy ar] rth 


Call for details for Sunday May 24! 


BEC ES aE ar £4 HiT) 
Crawispace Productions Presents 
Final Conflict 
PSOE O MCs 
MSE TE 
gC TT 

$6.00 Los Chupacabras 


Thursday May 28 


Officer Negative 
Head Noise 
Wounded 
$4.00 Catalyst 
Response * Snap-Her 


BETES Me) sd PHT) 


Record Re-Release Party 
CRU Un 


EEC rs esr Ly 
OR CG 
SUC CCUM aea nc 
$6.00 Terry 
Thursday June 4 7:00 
Spider Club Music Night 
$5.00 The Force D.Y.F 


The Frantics * The Shrumes 
Saturday June 6 PHI) 
TU COR CMY T ETT 
Unit-F 
EY RI Upside Down Room 


Thursday June 11 Call for Time 


Planned Parenthood Benefit 
Call for Details 


Friday May 22 EH) 
F.Y.P. 
The Ataris 
Sie Cla at 
CCR eM aT 


Monday May 25 5:00 
OTE ace Ly 
ATE T(t 
Kung Fu Chicken 
Spoon Fed * Exoterin 
Mati Solution for Ignorance 
Foil * Out Numbered « Local Panic 


Friday May 29 
Divisia 
16 


Dead America 
$5.00 Armistice 


UCT TAS ESM ead 7:00 


Already Out of Control 
NOTE aitrai yc) 
The Thumbs & Electric Summer 
(all the way from Japan) 
$4.00 Fonzies Adventure 


Friday June 5 8:00 


Crawispace Productions Presents 
$6.00 Spazz » Phobia 
Visual Discrimination + Enewetak 


BOTS ETT a) TAI] 
Tooth & Nail Recording Artists 
CUO AUR US 

Revolution Records Recording Artists 
aa) Blue Bird & Guests 


Friday June 12 8:00 
Girls Rock Night + All Bands All Girls 
Grab Bag 
Broken Records own: Me First, X-it, U.X.A. 
$5.00 Lucy Tuesday 
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REVELATION a2 Ue 
Uy yk ys ae 
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92615-5232 


HEL-LO HONEST DON'S' MPTOUS SKRATCH-RAY GOOD GOIN'G.! 


WE aK T2 ever <olhG DOWN WITH CYCLONE 


Send 19 bucks and get 3 cds 
of your choice (Circle your 
top 3 pix and list 4 
substitutes below). 

In i I 
Fsteage? Send 38 buy 
Please allow 4-6 weeks delivery. 


‘Send checks/hidden cash 
payable to SKRATCH. 
Send to: 


SKRATCHFREECDS 17300 
17TH ST. SUITE J #223 NACTR I NALD SON =e Ee LSS CLAN COTM ler on eT Uae 
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TUSTIN, CA 92780 ~ 













7th Annual 
Chapman University 


Noise for the edy a” 
Satusday, Ly 16¢h 









Pins 


BLOCKBUSTER MUSIC?: 
ROBINSONS » MAY / RITHO:tATIN 
fins seoa7o «(a ants © 


OMLINE Wipe thitmaster com / All profits go to charity 


Greene Records 


(714) 639-3111 Noise for the Needy Infoline 


(714) 744-7038 








Sponsored by: Chapman University Associated Students The Ofice ofthe President, and Sleeping Giant Productions 


















See them Live: 


SAT. MAY 16 AT THE DESERT INN-LAS VEGAS-ALL AGES 
PRE WARPED TOUR SHOW W/UNIT F, VANDALS, MXPX, WANK, EL CENTRO, VOODOO 
GLOW SKULLS, AQUABATS, HOME GROWN, KOTTONMOUTH KINGS, J.W.T., 
VISALIA & DIAL 7 & MORE! HALF PIPE EXIBITION! STARTS @ 2:00 PIM-ALL AGES!!! 


SAT. MAY 23-AT THE ROCKAIELD TAVERN, LAKE FOREST 
W/UNIT F, EL CENTRO, 89 BAD APPLES, & LOS VILLAINS ‘ 


SAT. MAY 30-ALL AGES SHOW AT THE CYPRESS TEEN CENTER 
W/UNIT F, THE ANNETTE FUNICELLO'S, BLUE BALLS, MGA, GREVIMIACE 
1:00 PM-ALL DAY-ALL AGES!!! 


SAT. JUNE 6-ALL AGES SHOW AT PUBLIC STORAGE IN ANAEIM 
W/UNIT F, EL CENTRO & MORE TBA 
AND DON’T FORSET To GET THE 5 SONG CASSETTE Demo You UsteN, Demo you uke! FROM 
THESE OLD SCHOOL NOISE MONGERS BY SENDING? 4.00 TO: 
UNIT F 4360 CAMPUS DR. At , NEWPORT BEACH, CA 92660 


ALSO AVAILABLE IN THESE FINE RECORD STORES: 
BIONIC RECORDS 2446 E. CHAPMAN, FULLERTON 714-529-1912 
GREENE RECORDS 227-B E. CHAPMAN, ORANGE 714-639-311 
VINYL SOLUTION 18822 BEACH BLVD. HUNTINGTON BEACH 714-963-1819 
RACK AND RUIN 23787 EL TORO ROAD, LAKE FOREST 714-380-4033 


VISIT THE WEBSITE AT WWW. UNITF.COM 
BITCHIN’ ASS TEE SHIRTS TOO 
UNIT F BOOKING 714-476-1625 
SHOW INFO 714-757-0901 


NO EMPATHY 


Good Luck Makes Me Nervous CD 


Collected singles, comp appearances 
and 7 previously unreleased tracks. 


Distributed by Mordam Records 








SOM SD) (elie 
ec Mae tet lady 
Johann’s Face Records ; 
P.0. Box 479164 / Chicago, Ik 60647 
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(714) 494-9490 
FAX (714) 497-7490 
812 S. Coast Hwy. 
Laguna Beach, CA 92651 
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NOT GUILTY BENEFIT 


save the singer of the punk rods 


sat may 23 
7:00 pm $5.00 


Das Klown 
The Tmistrigators 
eB she ede yl Go’ on Ged yee 
and special Quests 


AT NIGHTMARE CLOTHING 
195 w. 2nd st. suite C 
(across from the glasshouse 
in pomona). for more info call 
909 469-9227 


we'll take any donations 


Ap: SELL - ao 
me O ° ‘ - TA en IAD 
1505 ee VERDE oan EAST 
costA MESA (n4#)S5-NoISE . 












Send all submissions to: 


PublishITTER: 
Scott Presant 
WANNABEE JOURNALISTS: 


Frank_Cardoza 
Jason Chittenden 
jeffrey cogente 

dane: 

mauxa davina 
brett deptula 

Dimm| 

Empty 
tomas espri 
reid-fleming 
sean hartman 

jennifer | 

Joe Licavoli 
kevynn malone 

Chris Psst 

Scott Presant 

Ty Robinson 

Josh Rutledge 
edward E. solis 

Marcia Taylor 

ron tidwell 

Mel Torment 

Jamie Wry 


COMPUTER GEEKS: 


Scott Presant (graphics) 
Dan Gruia (Scanman) 


contributing FCASHERS: 

Jimbo Gray 

sean hartman 
cliff shurts. 

Scott Wulfestieg 

Show coordinator-THE MAN WITH THE 
MASTER PLAN: 
Scott Wulfestieg 


Advertising A-HOLCES: 


Dan Gruia 
Scott Presant 


ASSISTANTS WITH 401K PCAN: 


Devon Chittenden 

jason Chittenden 

jenee smolensky 

illiterate typist: 

marcia taylor 
sloppy inefficient distribution: 
rich 

rick brady 
mel torment 


staff 


staff 


Special thanks to our loyal fan on the cover. 


Kqvuertise 


I mean Jesus Chirist, uwihyy mot? 
call 714 543-1414 or 714 543-1411 
15,000 distro « ad deadline: 1st of every month 


This is just another issue that will sit nicely on your nightstand. You 
will read it constantly. You will recite words from the passages within 
these pages. you will sleep skratch. You will dream skratch. Guests who 
encounter this magazine on your nightstand will ask questions regard- 
ing its contents. You will then show them your favorite photos. The two 
of you will encounter bonding, laughing, loving, and sharing. Dim the 
lights and sleep next to one another. Brush his shoulder and whisper 
these words: “Skratch is what | need everyday, every hour...I love it. | 
can’t bear to think of a dark dreary day when | do not have Skratch.” 
And you, you must continue to share these moments with him. Cherish 
these times with Skratch. He smiles gently with content. Yes. the moon 
spills emotion. The sunshine wanders through the soft pale white cur- 
tains adjacent to the nightstand. Another day has come and another 
issue will be born. “We're saved,” you say. 


The editor does not necessarily share the opinions expressed in this 
publication. The editor is a dick. That's okay. He wants to be. It was his goal as an 
infant. He is successful at it. Remember, the editor is a dick. For those who speak 

spanish: El editor es pito de grande pinche culeros. 





17300 17th st. suite J 4223 
Ce 














Giy Stirs 


Dear SKRATCH, 

| was reading the shit in your mailbox these fucken bozos send in every month, and | 
have to say punks are full of shit, and it's about time someone sends a “big, fat fuck you!” 
right back at them. Definitely, anyone who dares badmouth the U.S. and still has the 
nerve to live here should be shipped out to Iraq and blown up along with that shitty coun- 
try. This here country is the hand that feeds you, and if you dare bite the hand that feeds 
you, you deserve to starve to death in a third world country, you bunch of worthless bas- 
tards. It seems to me a punk’s freedom of speech is talking shit on the country they live 
in, and smelling like shit in the country they live in. And if that isn’t enough, they talk shit 
on bands that are making their ends meat. And why — because they're fucken jealous 
losers. And worse yet, they always have something negative to say about Christians. 
But do they give a rat’s ass about punks? No! Frankly, punks can rot in hell for all | care. 
But if you'd like to do something with your life, here are some words of encouragement. 
Take a shower and get a job, you fucken losers! And if you don't like it, fuck you! And 
this one goes out to everyone and anyone at the shows. If you're going to talk shit, you'd 
better be ready to back it, because my fists are loaded with dynamite and waiting to go 
off on the first motherfucker that talks shit, Now that I've made my point, I'd like to give 
a big skratch my balls thanks to Skratch 9 the good work. 
-Bulldo 








Skinhead Boys 
P.S. Fuck everybody 0 


Bulldogger, 
With your fist loaded with dynamite and all, isn’t it hard to sleep at night. | mean, have 
they ever exploded? It sounds awfully dangerous. Yikesies. 
just asking man okay , 
scott, SKRATCH 


Scott, 

| already wrote Skratch back via Frank Cardoza, the only MRR reader on Skratch, who 
you delegated my letter to. Since you “triple dared” me, | will take the time to reply to 
your letter. 


If you ever read Maximum Rock N Roll, you would know that 
major labels” policy in a very controversial i 
Cobain’s death. The cover had a gun in a gu 
Already This Fucked”. You can still order it fr 
were both interviewed in the January/February 
interested in the MRR ad policy, you should mai 
answers and not make sarcastic comments: mA 
later try to claim you were paying MRR respec 










The whole reason | gave you the history lesson on MRR is because of your obvious lack 
of respect and ignorance. | will repeat what | wrote to Frank in my second letter, “you 
should be glad MRR has their ad policy, because it means more money for your wallet. 
No, | am not bitter about On the Rag zine. It is a zine, not a magazine. It comes out 
when | have the time. Considering that | am a full-time teacher, go to school, have a 
band, started a record label, write for MRR, and am a dominatrix for pleasure, | don't 
have a whole lot of time. Don’t worry, though, Scott. On the Rag #6 will be out in April, 
and you can look to our zine for some creative ideas to imitate. 


You said that possibly | was “taking a jab at someone | truly admire”. Well, wasn't that 
what you were doing with Maximum? | am still a “really cool chick” and don’t want your 
fancy cars (make believe and otherwi ut down Ke] 
use it on you... the wh ing. 






| dare you to print this lett 
es. 


MRR Columnist 
On the Rag Zine/Records 
P.O. Box 251 

Norco, CA 91760-0251 


PS. I'll wear the new leather outfit you bought me when | fuck you up the ass. 


Ms. Renae Bryant, 

Rather than stoop down to your mentality, | will close this pen-pal-a-thon by saying these 
few and kind words: You're a teacher? HA HA HA HA HA HA HA HA HA HA HA HA. See 
a shrink immediately. 


-Scott, SKRATCH 
PS. | hope your students aren't reading this. Shame on you. 


Hey SKRATCH, 


or religion 








wis 
we S Sf , 
Ever wanted to smoke a cigarette and walk down the street, walk into stores and just 
exist? But then you hear, “No smoking is allowed in here!” Hmmm... . are we losing our 
freedom? It seems nowadays, if a person has an individual thought, he or she is a freak 
or immoral person. Communism is religion. Ever wondered why for years and centuries, 


it caused people to fight, caused the wars, crusades, etc. And is the leading cause of 
death not the flu, fever, AIDS or cancer, but religious prosecution? t 


And, if you look at around you, it is still happening. They continue to try to run our lives 
and decide whether abortion is right or wrong for us. What happened to our 
Constitution? Our freedom of speech, religion, beliefs, etc.? We are born into a land, 
the land of immigrants. We have soooo many different races and ethnic backgrounds in 
America; we were bound to have the racism problem. When this country just got start- 
ed we were new; we started from scratch. A whole new government how exciting, with- 
out being under the rule of the monarchy. We were going to have a wonderful govern- 
ment, fair for all! And look at us now! You know George Washington himself feared the 
division of the United States before he died, and that is exactly what happened. Here 
lemocratic party, Libertarians, Republicans, Independents, etc. The coun- 
nd 








“Nas been senator since god was a child. 


, the KKK, anarchists, the Black panthers . .. what are 
ing:on each other? Oh, that will make us all listen. You 
jag that symbolizes freedom! Don't turn your back on 
ng our independence. Let us not hide behind politics 
ig ridiculous. We have race riots, the Rodney King beating. And 
whiny mini look at us! We are all fighting each other, when in the begin- 
ning of this wonderful plan for the USA was to say FUCK YOU to our homeland coun- 
tries for making us live under some sort of political corruption. There are worse places 
than America, you know? Would you trade in your American citizenship to live in anoth- 
er country more corrupt than this one? 


You remember why our great, great, great grandparents came to America? To make a 
better life for, the new generation of kids, and all we do is bitch. Boohoo affirmative 
action; boohoo I’m a single mother; boohoo welfare children. The Kennedy assassina- 
tion. Look at us! We kill and rob, we fight each other, race riots and militias, rednecks 
with guns, terrorist bombings. erica, land of the free? We get judged by everybody 
now! Christians.and Baptists, Jehovah's. and Presbyterians, look . . . is this what our 
forefathers hadin mit 'laok at this political mess, we are all 














screwed, eac! one st Is Of Rodney King, “Can't we all just get 
along?” 

-Grace Meraz 
Response to iz by ia Tay! iterate typist and staff writer: 


Woman, you are all over the map with your letter, contradicting yourself right and left (to 
make a pun). You start out grousing about people being persecuted for having individ- 
ual thoughts, then you gripe about how bad it is that we all have individual beliefs. You 
actually seem to think it's wrong that we have different political parties and religions -- 
remember, America was founded on the concept that both these freedoms needed to 
exist in our new country. You want a country where we have one enforced political party 
and one religion? And by the way, Baptists, Jehovah's Witnesses and Presbyterians are 
all Christians, and while there are degrees of differences within various Christian sects, 
the country isn’t exactly being torn apart by these differences. Again, yes, this IS what 
the founding fathers had in mind -- freedom of worship. 











te, “Communism is religion”. Honey, communism is dead, 
- It's an irrelevant political, not religious, system that everyone 
d like to see your statistics to prove that religious persecution is 
th in.the world. So what if Ted Kennedy “has been senator since 
manizing sleaze, but he gets elected by the rules set 
your point -- are you advocating term limits? Your ref- 

6: dy assassination, lumped in with welfare children, single mothers 
and affirmative action, is totally without meaning or a point that | can discover. 






Next time you decide to rant in public, you might want to get your thoughts in better 
order, maybe share what you've written with a friend or teacher and make sure your 
thoughts are clearly expressed and your arguments are supported by statistics and 
examples. Otherwise, are very unlikely to convert anyone to your point of view. 

se 










ITE YOUR STUPID LETTER 
ATTN: skratchstupidietters 
17300 17TH ST SUITE J #223 TUSTIN,CA 92780 





q 





satinliiiin loll At ana iielitainies ammntin 





Yeah, it's me again. First of all, let me say | still hate NOFX, and all you politically correct 
assholes fuck off. And also, let me send my unconditional hate to Maximum Rock N Roll! 
Well, Skratch, they got this OC boy way up north, fucking system, fuck this place, fuck the 
system and fuck all you sympathizers. you make me want to puke. It's about the only punk 
rock thing left to do besides spit on the sidewalk. And | grew out of that ten years ago. 
Skratch, can you hook this punk/skin up with a few issues? | could really use it, as about 
as punk as it gets up here is old deg etal.«Oh yeah, fuck hippies, too. 





Crac 
Robert Caron 






Hey Crackers, 
What's with all the fuck yous? | say fuck SKRATCH too. They got this fucking hippy as an 
' editor. The guy’s fucking filthy. He thinks soap is a television program. Haircuts are his 
worst enemy. The whole entire staff are fuckers. | say fuck the whole magazine! My fists 
are loaded with saran wrap man when | think about the whole fucking thing. So, no, I'm 
not sending you a fucking magazine. Fuck it. 
-hippy fucker, 
scott, SKRATCH 


Dear Skratch, 

| am writing this letter to make a point that I'm sure most 9 
are not going to like. My point is that | am,Sick-of readin 

about the government so much! |'m not s 
from it, in fact. I'm just saying that the simp : 
the government says something. Most countries: 
another thing I'd like to know -- what the fuék i 
sons people are living longer nowadays 
eat, so we don't always have to worry abot a. 
ing new medicines to cure more diseases. Shit, | don't like to. 
next guy. But besides providing money to greedy politicians and corporations, taxes also go 
toward things like education, without which we should all be ignorant assholes with guns, 
because there would be no government to regulate that, either. Anarchy = Chaos. So if 
you're into fighting for your lives and possessions, then anarchy is for you. But if you are 
into peace, as | am, then how can you be for anarchy? The two just don't go together. 


ho read this ‘zine 


‘opletalking shit 
ent, we're far 


to bite 








So to wrap things up, | would like to invite any anarchists to respond and let me know if I've 
changed any minds. Hell, I'm not god. If you write a semi-intelligent letter, you just might 
change my mind. 

James 
Resident of the U.S.A, 









Hi James, 
“Born in the U.S.A. 


intelligent letter insthi: 


| haven't forgotten ei IICKEN= AMERICAN STYLE? 
Take care, 
Scott, SKRATCH 


Skratch, 
The other day | received a vulgar crank call attacking the artists on ONSET RECORDS and 
criticizing Mel Torment. The attack went something like, "| want to know why the fuck Mel 
Torment writes for Skratch, because he doesn't know the first fucking thing about bands". 
To Mr. Anonymous disgruntled musician, Mel is not affiliated with ONSET RECORDS.He 
has his own label called FINGER RECORDS, and if you want to know why he writes for 
Skratch, then either ask him yourself or contact the folks at Skratch. In his defense, 


person and a talented music journalist. Finally, I'd like to remi 
RECORDS business line is not a complaints hotline, and that you 


Skratch, 
I'm writing in regards to a letter in the February issue. I'd know it's a bit late, but | just recent- 
ly read it, so | hope you'll publish it. It has to do with the Debonaires, Tony, Ty Robinson and 
the "Debonaire fan" (who's too much of a pussy to sign a name)! So here goes... 


“Debonaire Fan" 
Do you have a problem with homosexuals or what? In your letter, | found it very disturbing 
the way you used homosexual slurs (i.e., "ugly faggot" and “queer"). What's up with that? 
Are you a fucking Nazi or what? And who would be jealous of Tony or the Debonaires? 
They all have big heads and swear they're the best band around. They're OK. It's their atti- 
tude that isn't cool. And what's this bullshit about fine guys? In the band? A Debonaire 
probably wrote the letter, because when | see them play, there are no fine guys, merely 
young high school boys still going through puberty. So whoever wrote the letter is probably 
some dumb 14-year-old girl who still thinks skinheads are cool, who knows nothing about 
the scene. And to Ty Robinson, | give you props for signing your name. | didn't get the 
opportunity to read your letter, just the response, which was fucking pathetic. So... to this 
"Debonaires fan", go fuck your mother (if she's still around, because she's a fucking hooker 
who smokes crack). Let the Debonaires speak for themselves; | know they're young, but 
they're old enough to defend themselves. 
Lorraine Cruz 
San Dimas 


Lorraine, 









WW show 


Why do you, like so many of the deep and caring individuals who kindly submit letters 
every month make a valid point/ message/ comment and then throw everything out the 
window? For instance, You address this Debonaires fan regarding his/her homosexual 
slurs and prejudice and then say they should fuck their crack-smoking-hookin- mother. Oh, 
| see- you know their mother. Smoking crack and sleeping with her, eh? 








Thanks for writing, 
Scott, SKRATCH 






Dear Jason, , 

| figured | owed you a letter of comment for including me on your mailing list, and | figured 
'd let you see the two column comments, one being from the column I'm just now submit- 
ting so that it won't be out for a couple of months, so that will let you know my impressions 
to date and if you have some repartee you can write me direct or write into Flipside for the 
letter column or whatever. 


From Flip 111, Shaneshit column: . .. So with no further waste of words, let me tell you a 
couple things about Skratch, cuz zine buddy Carrie sent me some back issues on the very 
same day the mag itself comped me the December one. |'m thinking maybe they waited to 
send met his one with the nudecore cover as an introduction to insure my praise. For sure 
they have the right kind of Xmas spirit - semi-clad babes as reindeers with a female Santa 
(Texas Terri methinks, so y@sSanta.rocks) “whipping” ‘em. And it was a female staffer who 
rounded up:ttie““models”. Yeah, g ingsout, Skratch. Probably my main quibble would 
4 en used a few times before, but what the hey. 

the ‘ints with the current wave of ska “punk” 
itely don’t want to seal myself off from 
t Out there catching their gigs, but at 
And I’ve got Scratch to thank for this. 
le, a lot'et: punk’ guys actually admit to being poofmetalers 

in the ‘80s. And some even let it be known they still actually prefer that music. . . Anyways, 
Skratch might be covered in ads for all the bands and labels pushing to cash in. | meant 
that is another future shock thing. Like | could say, Skratch reminds me of Blaze’s zine when 
he was a tike, Pussyfoot. And I'd damn well have to be right because in the letter section of 
one of these issues, one of Blaze’s cofounders wrote in appreciation and said it brought 
back memories of what he’d done. But the #1 difference ain't in the tone of the writing or 
even the shit the bands have to say, but in the fact that Skratch can come up with beaucoup 
ad revenue and thus be able to print lots of copies and give em away free all over the place. 
| bet the press run for Skratch is 10 to 100 times what Pussyfoot used to be able to print. 
But it is actually cool to see all the BAM style ads for clubs and see gig after gig of stuff that 
has its roots in the underground . .. Skratch is cool because they review and interview 
from all over the spectrum. It’s just that for every band with a serious art bent, as in 
they.are musical artist, like Polar Bear, or the aforementioned Furious IV, 

rockiand roll... Anyways, bottom line, if | was out, I’d be picking this 























cover had some pretty strong art or a photo that was lewd and/or perverse as a part of their 
attempt to humiliate advertisers who won't pay their bills. The next issue- where | didn’t have 
to let ‘em pull off the cover to get the rest of the rag had a pretty funny one of various jack 
aids for their Valentine’s day is. It's kind of strange that they have had a few sexy covers in 
a row, but the editor chastised a writer for commenting who was cute amongst a line up of 
bands. .. 


Hey, one thing you could really do to help a fellow out is flow some pics to me for my col- 
umn. Surely you have some enterprising photogs helping you who'd be willing to contribute 
for photo credits? Or you yourself have a repository of archival material ... And that about 
wraps it up, except to say, please keep me on your mailing list and thanks for thinking of me. 
Yours, 
Shane 


Q ue rover sial-lite covers. Hope 
iu get this issue! We'll try to dig up some archive footage for you. We got plenty of “Dan 
and his blow-up doll” photos if you're interested. 





Take care of yourself and keep in touch, 
Dan and Scott, SKRATCH 
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As the feeding frenzy coritinues, the edges of the local music 


scene are beginning to fray a bit. Nothing serious, mind you. Just 
an unusual amount of carping amongst the people who could real- 
ly make the scene happen. 


Not that that those of us 
who have been involved 
in music since the late 
‘70's haven't seen the 
petty rip-offs, the colos- 
sal egos or the out and 
out fraud before. The ebb 
and flow of the music 
scene from punk to ska to 
metal to alternative and 
back again has taken a 
new turn the last couple 
of years. 1998 is not 
unlike the scene in the 
mid- eighties when everything started to take, except now the dol- 
lar stakes are that much higher. Lots of major money flowin' 
around these parts, no doubt (about it). 


reeaing even more 
reeding even more C 


SCRIP 


local bands as everyon 


We live in a culture of greed. Have been raised in a culture born of 
violence. Are shaped by technology that is advancing exponen- 
tially. Media saturation is not a warning; it's a fact. | can almost 
deal with it until it begins to seep down to the level where bands, 
fanzines, labels, promoters and fragmented fans begin to turn on 
each other, proving that perhaps none of us are immune. Even 
those of us who are in a position to say something about it 


It gets a bit tiring to hear media figures or politicians express 
shock when something tragic like a schoolyard shooting takes 
place. | mean, what a surprise to find a child, desensitized by good 
old Americanized violence since infancy, raised and trained in the 
honorable culture of firearms, thinks to resolve juvenile hormonal 
confusion with a rifle. Hell, even adults in America resort to that. 


By the same token, is it any wonder that here we are in 1998, with 
superstar bands making almost as much money as superstar ath- 
letes (or superstar mutual fund managers for that matter). Well, 
maybe not that much, but you know what | mean. And the labels 
have always made that much. 


You can see what is happening. These ridiculous advances for 
copycat acts is breeding even more copycat acts; and that big 
money has begun to affect the attitudes of local bands as every- 
one gets into the act (many actually deserve to see some reward 
for the dues they've paid-most never will because it was never 
about that). 


Why then, is it a surprise to me when bands turn on bands, trash- 
ing each other when one achieves some success, or when one 
style is too close to someone else's. | mean in this game its not 
about how good the music is or about what it is you're saying, its 
about how much more punk you are than the next band or how 
much more wasted you are or how you really, really fucked up the 
club or that stupid poseur in the audience. 


These ridiculous advances for copycat acts is 


phes ene advan 
breeding 
big money has begun to alj/EC 


Banas as Weryoné gets in 


And | realize that business must take place to make the music 
happen. Without attention to detail and common sense, you get 
nightmares like SST and Doctor Dream. Still, with the recent suc- 
cess of so many local acts, its like the pot of gold is too damn 
close, and in the frenzy, the most important players forget about 
helping each other or 
helping the young 
upcoming bands. 


C { acts 1S punk atches and 

Fi acts and that Mohawk’ s aside, we 
ac 2 nd tha have always had 

e atti tides GF bands jockeying for 
Pige-ailtudes of =a sass 


recent requests for 
bands only wanting to 
play with "our bands” 
and the relatively large 
dollar advances being 
demanded by bands (albeit sometimes justified) often put pro- 
moters upside down from the start (making it all the more difficult 
for bands who are new or do not draw to break in) and are really 
not doing the scene any favors. 


to Ie BCL. isievs 
e gets into the act 


Likewise the recent crap I've been hearing about successful pro- 
moters turning their backs on punk bands because they think that 
style's now out, or doing shows with the same god-damned lame 
assed bands over and over again while consistently ignoring oth- 
ers is so mother fucking boring. But those guys always cut their 
own throats, while the ones genuine to the scene, the ones who 
care about the music will survive (that's for you Craig). 


And in terms of the musicians, let's remember what made punk 
rock different than the stadium rock which, tired and stale, satu- 
rated in drugs and excess, saying nothing to us and in cahoots 
wth a music biz which tried every well wom capitalist trick in the 
book to rip us off. It was a lack of ego, a knowledge that we could 
scream as well as sing, curse the fucked up system we lived in and 
play our guitars way better than that pompous virtuoso shit. Even 
louder, except with some energy, some anger. We found that if we 
all hung together, with the fans and the clubs willing to take a 
chance, we could do this thing no matter what anyone thought. 


That with the help of guys who cared more about the music than 
about airplay or changing the mix to nail niche demographics, we 
could put out our own records. | guess its still that way, but why 
do you have to look so damn hard between the bandwagoners, the 
front runners and the trendmongers? Is it because there's just too 
much money at stake, the return of colossal egoism or just 
because anyone who wants to with a little dough can post up in 
the pose? 


Because despite what the six figure Hollywood insiders are saying, 
the scene may be frayed (hell, we always looked best a bit ragged 
around the edges), it is certainly alive and vibrant. And yeah, we 
been here before too, but egos and money aside, its time to real- 
ize that we can rise above that. Yea, I'm like really over that. 


OF VIEW STATEMENT 


BY FRANK CARDOZA 


STATE 





WHAT TYPE OF MUSIC DO YOU LISTEN TO? HOW CAN YOU LIKE 
SKA AND PUNK THE SAME? Do YOU REALLY LIKE ALL THAT 
HIP-HOP RAP STUFF? WHAT ABOUT THAT RAP-METAL STUFF? 
HoW CAN YOU WRITE ABOUT PUNK IF YOU LIKE PORTISHEAD? 


DOES IT SEEM LIKE THESE QUESTIONS ARE IMAGINARY? WELL, 
WHILE I WAS RUNNING FROM EL NINO, I STOPPED IN A COF- 
FEEHOUSE TO DRINK SOME HOT CHOCOLATE AND FINISH UP MY 
REVIEWS, WHEN I WAS JOINED BY TWO UNDERAGE PUNK™ ROCK 
GIRLS. THEY NOTICED THE SKRATCH MAGAZINE I HAD JUST 
FINISHED READING AND BEGAN A CONVERSATION. I THINK MY 
FRIEND ACTUALLY INTRIGUED THEM MORE, BUT WHEN THE CON- 
VERSATION DRIFTED TO THE WRITERS ON THE SKRATCH STAFF, 
I TOOK OFFENSE TO THE STATEMENT, “SOME OF THEIR WRIT- 
ERS DON’T EVEN SEEM TO LIKE PUNK™ ROCK. LIKE THE FRANK 
GUY. ON HIS TOP TEN HE PUT 311, WU-TANG, PORTISHEAD 
AND CHRIS ROCK.” OBVIOUSLY, THEY DIDN’T KNOW ME. SO 
I TOLD THEM MY NAME. THEN THE QUESTIONS POURED OUT OF 
THESE SUPPOSEDLY OPEN MINDED GIRLS. YOU KNOW WHAT HAP- 
PENED NEXT. I RANTED. 


LET’S GET THE RECORD STRAIGHT. I AM NOT AND NEVER WILL 
BE MR. PUNK ROCK™, My RECORD/CD COLLECTION CONTAINS 
MORE ‘70S R&B, ROCK, RAP, JAZZ, ALT ROCK AND METAL THAN 
PUNK. 1 AM A WRITER FOR SKRATCH WHO EXPRESSES ALL MY 
OPINIONS, SOME OF WHICH HAPPEN TO DEAL WITH PUNK, BUT 
WHICH AT OTHER TIMES HAPPEN TO DEAL WITH LIFE. Am I 
JUST SOME JUMP-ON-THE-BANDWAGON PUNKER LOOKING FOR SOME 
CREDIBILITY? FUCK NO, I DON’T GIVE A FUCK IF PEOPLE 
KNOW MY FAVORITE BAND IS 311 - SORRY, SCOTT. OTHER 
BANDS THAT I LIKE ARE PEARL JAM, NIRVANA, METALLICA, 
EVERCLEAR, NEIL YOUNG, RED Hot CHILI PEPPERS AND, GOD 
FORBID, AC/DC. BUT BEFORE YOU “OPEN MINDED PEOPLE” 
QUESTION ME, LET ME ASK YOU, WHAT IS AN OPEN MINDED 
PERSON? I MEAN, WHEN MY COUSIN INTRODUCED ME TO THE 
BELOVED STRAINS OF BANDS SUCH AS CRASS, BLACK FLAG, 
MDC, DEAD KENNEDYS AND THE BAD BRAINS, THE PEOPLE I MET 
WERE INTO ALL TYPES OF MUSIC. THEY WERE ALSO DEEPLY 
INVOLVED IN THINGS RANGING FROM POETRY, ACTING, PAINT- 
ING, WRITING AND MUSIC. NOWADAYS, PEOPLE I MEET SEEM 
AT FIRST A LITTLE RESISTANT TO ADMIT THEY WERE ONCE 
INTO HEAVY METAL OR KROQ ALTERNATIVE MUSIC OR EVEN RAP. 


PUNK ROCK IS NOT ABOUT MUSIC OR A WAY TO DRESS. Les 
ABOUT A WAY TO LIVE. IT’S NOT FORGETTING WHERE YOU 
CAME FROM AND ALWAYS GROWING MENTALLY. FIGHTING. TO 
CHANGE THE SYSTEM AND NOT LETTING OUR UPBRINGING DIC- 
TATE WHO WE MUST BECOME. PEOPLE WILL ALWAYS CHANGE, 
AS WILL THEIR THOUGHTS, BUT IT IS IMPORTANT TO LIVE 
YOUR LIFE WITH A LITTLE ORIGINALITY AND COMPASSION. 
REMEMBER, YOU'RE NOT THE FIRST OR THE ONLY ONE. You 
FIGURE OUT THE REST. 


JUST BECAUSE YOU THINK YOUR CLOTHES MAKE YOU LOOK PUNK 
DOESN’T MEAN THAT GUY WITH THE LOW TOP CONVERSES, BLUE 
PANTS AND A BROWN LOOSE THERMAL ISN’T. THANKS FOR YOUR 
TIME AND THANKS TO THE TWO GIRLS WHO WILL REMAIN NAME- 
LESS. I HOPE SOMEDAY YOU CAN DRESS DIFFERENTLY, 
BECAUSE I HAVE A FEELING ALL YOUR FRIENDS DRESS LIKE 
you Do. ALSo, STEVE SAYS “HI” 


... ve been thinking 
by Kevynn Malone 


So l've been thinking recently about your gods and your universe, 
and how it .. . and what exactly pertains to me. I’ve been thinking 
about the natural order of the universe. The laws of chaos and the 
driving forces of your world. I’ve been frustratingly tearing my eyes 
out from their sockets, clawing red grooves across my thin face, over 
human beings, their festering minds and many other fallibilities. I’ve 
tried to distance myself from the unnecessary hurt you inflict on me 
and others. As a defense mechanism, | try to cling to and embrace 
the gossamer good will and truths existent on this planet of yours. | 
shouldn't let anything get to me, | know . . . Gods know I've tried 
everything to become separate and strong, while the rest of this city, 
state, country, world thing we've got goin’ here spits bile in my face. 
But it’s hard to be strong when you're really just a little boy with no 
mommy to dry to and not really big or brutish enough to displace 
anger and kick innocent asses. I've tried every kind of therapy to help 
me deal with you and the boiling blood inside of me; I’ve got enough 
words carved into me to make a pretty lengthy nonsensical sentence. 
I've tried reading, writing, music, art, movies, punching bags, mean- 
ingless sex, acting, alcohol, smoking, drugs, pets, food, magic tricks, 
travel. l've flirted with death, done a million stupid things that 
should've gotten me killed. I've got a lot of weird and funny looking 
hats, and even that doesn’t help. sometimes, I've tried combining a 
number of these things together, and that’s never done anything, 
except fuel my fire. .. So what do you do? What do you do when you 
know you have a fair chance at the happy picture that’s bounced 
around your skull since you were old enough to pee? What do you do 
when you get tired of relying on yourself your whole life and want 
somebody or something to help you get to where you want to be, 
both physically and spiritually? (And | swear, if you even mention the 
word go, I’m going to feed your balls or your po-po to my cats.) | 
guess just be yourself as far as you know yourself and let the chips 
fall where they may. I’ve always thought that if | was an honest per- 
son, s honest as | could be, and | laid out my actions closely to my 
own version of morals and feelings, then if something fucked up ever 
happens, whether it’s caused by me or not... . I’m not going to blame 
me or eat myself up over it, am 1?, No way . . . still these condition- 
ings and lessons that we've put myself through . . . kick my ass, and 
will forever haunt me. They might not ever go away. You never do, 
and that doesn’t help either. 


Hey, I’m whining, though, aren't 1? | have arms and legs that work 
usually, and the cancer in my head will probably wait a good number 
of years before it decides to eat my brain. | think one of our prob- 
lems is that we’re always focusing on what we don't have as opposed 
to what we do have. The glass is always half-empty for the thirsty 
mongrels of mankind . . . and remember, you're part of it; I’m talking 
about you, and you are not excused. 


So... here we are, you outside and me in here, typing on this old 
blue typewriter, writing about .. . us. I'll never get rid of you people. 
| realize that now, and instead of whining about it and expending my 
fleeting energy . . . | should really thank all of you . 
more now. A lot more than you. . 
like | said . . . ’ve been thinking. 


. . | know a lot 
. |'m a better boy because of it, 





Smirking Class 


bY Coaxial Dave 









Muilling over mY steaming bow] of Nissan (Don't they make carsr) 
oodles with a packet of Chicken powder sprinkled generously, I Was 
inspired to jot down this bit of an epitaph... 


é P.C. Capital of the punk rock World, Bay Area, CA, suffered a 
upheaval on the aiagueer o Friday Apri] 2rd when one Tim Yo 
kicked the bucket. may réca as the 











record Store, An open Socialist, Tim's views were poignant and 
roversial, and the typical vpright walking Auman erther loved him or 
him. Very few straddled Tim's Fence. Throvghovt the last decade 
Tim made it painstakingly obvious that he Could (and Would) vse 4is 
magazine and journalistic infivence against You. With Ais political 
views and ovtspoken “Fuck Your Corporate way of life" attitude, Tim 
himself has become a controversial Figure in recent times. I wont miss 
Tim, heck I never even met the gvy, but 1 do realize there will be 
another chair empty at the dinner table of punk rock's forefathers. For 
me to realize that abovt Someone I never met, never Spoke too, never had 
ANY Sort of Contact with, SAYS Something about the man. He Was 


respected. RIP Tim Yohanon. 


Random notes 

7, MRR will Continve on as vsval, With Jen and Jacqueline at the helm. 

Will MRR Still have that politically Controversial punch that made it 

popular over al| these Years? Only time wil] tell... 

Z. You don't need to know anything more about then im a large, Friendly 

man that's got a Chipped Front tooth. If You see me at a show and want 

to talk about bands or anything, gVe me atap onthe shovider. 1 like 

to Communicate with people about bands, shows, scenes, zines, labels, 

tattoos, hockey, anything...¥a@ aig? 

1m going to do a piece (peace7) about violence at shows for the next issve. If You have a Story 
You'd l’ke to Share about Something You Saw, or that happened to 
You, emai] me at Biitherington@aol.com or HUgeF/ASCo?@aol.com. 
Téll next month, be good to Yourself...chalienge authority. 
-Coaxial Dave 





E ere WaS a fime in my life t € 
ew where | was go se 

direction, motivation; and a stic 
In MY ASS. 1 didn't know what I wanted to do 

with my life, but I had no worries. I always just figured I'd go to 
college and get a job as a business man. It sounded good, to 
work in an office, wear a suit and tie, make a two hundred and 
fifty grand a year, and live the good life. It's what I thought I had 
to do. Then, one afternoon just another lazy day of my senior 
year, I had what's generally referred to as a moment of clarity. I 
had no idea what I what I was going to do with my life, but all of 
a sudden, the idea of working in an office scared me. Never in 
my life have I even put on a suit and tie, the idea of it alone 
sends me running for the toilet, why would I want to do that 
until I was old enough to collect social security? My entire life 
plan was shattered in an instant. Worse yet, the screwing 
around I had done was starting to catch up with me. As I 
watched all my friends get excepted to the school of their choice, 
I began to wonder, “What about that "D" I got in tenth grade 


biology?" 
is He cy os i ah 
king ifstend trails at the girl nex 


Me. Alli heard was about how "I wanna be a 
lawyer" or "I wanna be an OBGYN" or "I want to be a third grade 


teacher of retarded, paraplegic, red headed kids named Cecil!" 
What the fuck? How could these people be 18 years old and 
know what they want to do with the rest of their lives? I don't 
know what color my hair will be tomorrow, how can I make a 
decision that will affect the rest of my life? And so I got 
depressed and very apathetic. I sat at graduation and watched 
as all my classmates cried about how they were going to miss 
each other when they went off to college, and all could wonder 
was how the hell was I ever gonna get laid if everyone was leav- 
ing? College began without much of a bang. Everyone seemed 
to be having a grand old time, I was on the other hand was mis- 
erable. What am I here for? Is there a point to any of this? But 
I knew that if I didn't go to college now, I'd probably never go. 
So I found myself just going through the motions of it all. I'd 
show up to class every now and then, take a test here and there, 
but never really put any effort into it. And for the last three 
years, that's what I've done. I have little more ambition thana 
dog would to leave a butcher shop. 


Lately things have began to change. 
I see myself stagnating. M™ y. position in 
life isn't any different than if was the day 
I left high School. Even more so, I find that 
I'm getting stupid. Back in the day, I thought I was a reason- 
ably intelligent guy. It sounds pretentious, but at least I could 
hold a semi-coherent conversation, and had the capacity to 
learn. Now I find myself wondering "where did all that go?" I'm 
20 years old and a pile of beetle filled dung resides where my 
brain used to. My head is filled with useless junk. I could tell 
you who produced the first three Doors albums, but I couldn't 
solve a quadratic equation if you put a gun to my head. I was 
quick to blame my gray matters atrophy on all my weekend 
social activities (take that as you will) , but it wasn't that easy. 
Upon further reflection, I decided that the old saying of "use it 
or loose it" couldn't be truer. Or is it more true? Truest? Fuck 
it, the point is that I'm getting stupid cause I don't do anything. 
And if college isn't giving me what | need, or if I'm not utilizing 
what college giving me, then I'm gonna have to go elsewhere to 
get it. So, I'm going to read "The Brothers Karamazov" and 
"Gone With the Wind", and I'm going to take up chess or 
advanced calculus, I'm gonna write beautifully worded poetry 


just for the sake of it, and I'm going to enjoy it all. 

So why go to school at all you ask. I ask myself that same 
question everyday. Thus far it isn't leading me anywhere, so 
why should I bust my hump over the whole thing? There are 
times when I think about dropping out. I could go and get a job 
at Big O tires and make twenty grand a year. I have friends who 
work full time, and the money they have is very attractive. They 
always have money to spend, and I have none. They have all 
kinds of cool shit, and I don't. But in thirty years that won't be 
enough money to get by on. It's a lot when your young, with no 
bills to pay, everything is disposable income. But when you 
have kids to feed and a mortgage to pay, that kind of money just 
doesn't cut the mustard. Still, going to school without a specif- 
ic goal in mind can be terribly frustrating. There are days, even 
weeks at a time, when all I think is "where am I going, what am 
I gonna do, I'm such a looser!". I can work myself up into such 
a frenzy that I wanna shit. 


So I don't know what I want to be 
when I "grow up". I don't even really 
know who I am. what I do know is this; I want 


more than what I have. I want to be a better person than I am. 
And if I spend today, worrying about tomorrow, then it's all for 
nothing. Maybe it will be five, six, even ten years before | find 
my place in life. But like a wise man once said "Your future is 
going to find you" Now all I have to do is sit back, and enjoy the 
ride. 


-Ty Robinson 
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I'm Still Bored......With The USA 
by Josh Rutledge | 


Sailing the deep seas of shallowness 

Leonardo DiCaprio is an overrated, unintriguing slice of depthless, pulchritudinous, pretty-boy 
wallpaper, and the mass hysteria over this waif-model-posing-as-a-credible-thespian is solid evidence of 
our culture's sad shallow state. I know, I know, it's not fair for me to hate him because he's beautiful! I don't 
even hate him at all(Any man willing to publicly assert his affection for his mother is cool in my book). Z 
What I do hate, what I disdain, what I wish I could metaphorically urinate all over is this absurd 
deification of both Leonardo DiCaprio and Titanic. I'm so fucking sick of Titanic -mania that I would need 
to puke in DiCaprio's face for three months just to purge the putrid, unpalatable taste the stratospheric a 
hype over this film has left in my tormented mouth! 

In all fairness, I'm sure that Titanic is a good film. It might even be a great film. I cannot say for 
sure, as | have refused to see it on the moral grounds that supporting both sequels and new versions of 
old motion pictures only further destroys creativity in Hollywood(Here's an idea: how about making a 
movie out of an original story?! Or is that too challenging for American audiences to handle?!!!). My initial 
objection to Titanic was just that: it's pathetic that the "blockbuster" film of this era had to be a re-cycled 
story that has already been done to death! I'm not denying the quality of the movie. If someone tells me 
that Titanic is amazing, I believe them. I'm not one of those pretentious bastards who writes off the movie 
because so many teenage girls are going to see it. Some of the greatest minds of our world's history 
belonged to teen girls. And since girls are(on the average) ten years more intellectually-advanced than 
boys(this phenomenon takes effect at puberty, when boys revert to a pre-school maturity level, and 
continues until death. I call this the TEST-EST theorem, because it's a medical fact that high levels of 
testosterone retard intelligence, while similar levels of estrogen do not. If you don't believe me, compare 
the lyrics on the first X-Ray Spex LP to the lyrics on the first Eater LP. This theory also explains why teen 
punk girls dress with a sense of coolness, while teen punk boys generally dress like dorky sheep), teen 
girls are actually intellectually mature adults. If it was 15-year old boys that were so excited about a 
movie, I'd know it was terrible! So you don't have to convince me that Titanic isa good film; I already am 
willing to take your word for it! 

So what, then, is my problem with the panegyrical frenzy over DiCaprio and this movie? My 
problem is the fact that although dozens of brilliant movies and actors appear on the screen every year, 
the public has chosen a frightfully square, mainstream "blockbuster" like Titanic to consensually orgasm 
over. What about all the other great movies out there? Are they less important because they don't have a 
pretty boy like DiCaprio starring in them? Why didn't The Ice Storm get a single Academy Award 
nomination? The Ice Storm was fucking brilliant! And Christina Ricci could out-act Leo DiCaprio any day! 
Laugh if you want, but deep down you know I'm right! Why do thousands of brilliant artists struggle 
through obscure careers unnoticed while the likes of Leo DiCaprio latch on to the fugacious glare of the 
public eye? This happens in all forms of mass media. Look at the music industry: Why does Jewel, whose 
lack of talent is so pronounced that she sinks to lip-synching the national anthem, sell more records than 
Ani DiFranco or the Indigo Girls? Why? It's because a million guys like to masturbate to Jewel's videos! The 
message that her success sends is the similar to the message of Titanic's popularity. It's a message that 
surface beauty is what matters in life, and that message sucks! Do you think I ever cared about the physical 
appearance of the likes of Poly Styrene or Penelope Houston? They wrote songs two decades ago that still 
are meaningful in my life. So can you blame me for being cynical when pin-ups like Jewel sell records and 
a bunch of stupid rock writers talk about how this supports their preposterous "women in rock" theories? 

The message of Titanic is that when beautiful people hook up, it's a "love story". If Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Kate Winslet were ugly bastards, would you all be creaming your jeans over this movie? NO! 
Nobody cares when ugly people fall in love! But the whole fucking world is frozen in delight watching Kate , 
and Leo's on-screen romance. That's not a romance they are portraying on that screen- it's infatuation at 
best and carnal lust at worst. But what about when ugly people get together? What about when ugly people 
fall in love? Isn't love supposed to be blind? We need to be celebrating real love, not just the love attractive 
people find. Ugly people are just as wonderful as beautiful people! I love ugly people! Our society is so 
disgustingly shallow, and this damn movie epitomizes that(On top of that, this film is also responsible for 
further abetting the musical career of Celine Dion, a most heinous crime indeed!)! Lust is a worthy virtue. 
It would warm my heart to see people shagging in the streets. But most of us don't look like Leo DiCaprio. 
It's mating season, and people are in heat. And it's not just beautiful people who are in heat- it's everyone. 
Something as arbitrary as one's genetically-determined looks seems like a stupid thing to be valuing. I'll 








take style and taste over looks any day of the week. There's not a girl on Earth who doesn't look beautiful 
in a floral print dress, a plaid skirt and fishnets, or a Clash t-shirt. 

What's unfortunate is that DiCaprio was once a fine actor. But he has seemingly become trapped by 
his own pretty-boy image and Hollywood's willingness to market it to an uncritical mass audience that 
slurps up shallow glamour like those last savory sips of empty calories in a fast food soft drink. He was 
great in What's Eating Gilbert Grape, where his good looks were not relevant and his acting skills were 
what mattered. But face it- where would DiCaprio be in 1998, in the dog-eat-dog world of Hollywood, if he 
wasn't so beautiful? He'd be nothing, that's what! And you know it! It's not his skills that have made him a 
hot property in Hollywood. His major "talent" is standing in front of a camera and looking beautiful! Does 
that really merit the God-like status that American society has bestowed upon him? He's not that great! 

As my sister has pointed out many times, Leonardo DiCaprio can't even manage to mold his voice 
for the different roles he plays! He never has an accent! It's the same voice in every film, and that is just 
not convincing acting! Imagine if he would have tried to play a retarded kid in What's Eating Gilbert Grape 
without sounding like he was retarded. Nobody would have believed him in that role! But after that 
movie, he ditched any attempts at an accent, and we were supposed to accept him anyway, because he's a 
star? He's the only character in Total Eclipse without an accent! What's the deal with that? How can 
Rimbaud not have an accent? He tries a New York accent in The Basketball Diaries for one scene, and then 
he drops it! How can you ruin The Basketball Diaries ? | don't know how, but that cast sure did! Jim Carroll 
must be rolling over in his grave(Wait a minute- Jim Carroll is still alive, somehow!). And now you can see 
him in The Man In The Iron Mask, where he has to match up with three of the greatest film actors of the 
last 25 years. Are we really supposed to be convinced that that little waif boy passes for the cruel king 
(who steals a young man's girlfriend by sending the guy to war to die and also sends his own twin brother 
to prison)? That character is supposed to be evil, but I'm rolling around in laughter trying to believe this 
guy who looks like a little boy is a bad-ass dictator! "I am a young king, but I am king!," he proclaims in one 
of his more laughable lines. I laughed so hard during that scene that I almost snorted Coca-Cola out of my 
nose! In the opening scene, there's rioting in Paris. What they don't tell you is that they are rioting because 
they are fighting over bootleg copies of the Titanic video. 

You probably think I'm just jealous of Leo's popularity. GUESS WHAT? I AM JEALOUS!!! I CANNOT 
TELL A LIE, MY FELLOW AMERICANS! NO MAN DESERVES SO MUCH ADORATION! I WANT SOME OF THAT 
ACTION! Millions of girls are lusting after this guy, but what's the point? He dates a model. He's not going to 
come knocking on your door asking you out. If he breaks up with his model girlfriend, he'll go find 
another model. I'm a reasonable boy. I don't want all of Leo's adoring fans. I'll be happy to inherit just 
three or four of them. If we all had three or four adoring fans, it would be so much easier. Girls have no 
chance of winning Leo's affections. But if I had three adoring fans, they'd all have a 33.3 percent chance of 
winning my undying love! Those are pretty good odds! Leo needs to tout me as his favorite rock writer, 
and his endorsement will carry weight! It's not like J have the power to shape minds the way he does. 
Nobody cares what I think. But when Leo speaks, people listen! He can't take a shit without the mass media 
turning it into an international event. Come on, Leo! Endorse me and I'll forgive you for playing Rimbaud 
without having a French accent! 

I think it’s important that we have teen heartthrobs in our culture. It's fun to have teen 
heartthrobs whose pictures are pinned to the wall. And as perverse as | find the idea of celebrity worship, 
I can at least understand worshipping someone who is fascinating or compelling. And who am I to 
question peoples’ choice of teen heartthrobs? If you really want to close your eyes at night and dream of 
Leo DiCaprio's penis while you gently slide your vibrator against your vaginal walls, go for it! But really, 
what is the reason for this love so many people have for Leonardo DiCaprio? He's good-looking. Big deal! 
Does that make him worthy of adoration! I just don't understand it! Is there something that I'm missing, or 
is just the fact that he's "hot"? And why are so many guys in love with Jennifer Love Hewitt? What's the 
deal with that? What's so wonderful about her? She's a cultural metaphor for the generic American 
attractive teen. That is so boring! I can at least understand the thing so many guys have for Buffy The 
Vampire Slayer, because if you ever see her interviewed, she comes off as really fascinating, sarcastic, and 
unpretentious(although I'd be willing to bet that 90% of the guys aren't thinking about those qualities!). 
And as far as Hanson goes, I can't help but feel sorry for them. I'll let them have their fun now, because 
their lives will be Hell in four years(The oldest one is probably going to contract some painful STD because 
of all the action he's getting, the middle one has to come to terms with the fact that he's actually a girl, and 
the youngest one will be bitter because he's going to miss out on all the action. He'll be a has-been by the 
time he learns how to masturbate. So Hanson can have their heartthrob status without any ill will on my 
part. Also, the oldest brother isn't really that attractive, yet he's still a heartthrob. So I think that's pretty 
cool). 





I have a friend who thinks that Iggy Pop and Rev. Norb are sexy. Now THOSE are infatuations I can 
admire! Both of those punk rock icons earned their state of sexiness through style, personality, and 
charisma. Iggy Pop wasn't born "sexy", but he made himself sexy through the sheer power and crazy spirit 
of rocknroll that he has oozed for three decades as the Godfather of punk rock. Norb is cool because he's 
like an Iggy Pop for the 90's, replacing the self-mutilation and heroin abuse with comic brilliance. Would 
you rather date a pretty-boy actor or a crazy rocker who rolls around in glass or makes you laugh? That's a 
rhetorical question, so you don't have to answer it. If you're going to have a fantasy about a person, 
shouldn't you be using your imagination? A friend and I were debating the charms of cartoon characters, 
and he was able to convince me that Archie's Betty and Veronica were not just pin-up sexual fantasies, 
and that they exhibited personal qualities he could enjoy in a mate. He was able to make me understand 
why he'd date girls like that. And I think I was able to explain to him why I'd date a girl like Daria 
Morgendorfer. So we were able to educate each other. 

Maybe I'm just too idealistic for my own good, but I don't understand how you can "love" someone 
just because they are attractive. Or am I just a freak? Just because I hate Pepsi doesn't mean anyone else 
should, too(They put that shit in a new can so you'll ignore the fact that it SUCKS!!! I'm not fooled!). I don't 
expect people to agree with me all the time. I could be wrong, and | could be right(any resemblance in 
that line to a Public Image Limited lyric is purely unintentional!). Am I a freak for believing that an 
"unattractive" girl with good taste in music and a passionate personality is more desirable than the typical 
"pretty" girl? Am I missing the "guy" DNA in my genetic make-up? Of course I'm a freak, so my ranting and 
raving will likely fall upon deaf ears. I'm sick of the beauty industry telling women what they have to look 
like! I'm sick of Baywatch and the values(or lack thereof) it promotes! And I'm really, really, really, fucking 
sick of Leonardo DiCaprio! America has become all about uniformity and conformity, hence the hysteria 
over Titanic. THAT, more than anything else, is the source of my anger! Can you blame me for bashing the 
DiCaprio hype? Is that not my duty as a punk rock journalist to angrily reject what is involuntarily shoved 
down my throat with the impetuous passion of a pet trapped in a cage and screaming to get out? 

There are certainly bigger problems with American society than those I've documented in this 
piece. I haven't even touched the pathetic social acceptance of violence as an American way of life, or the 
equally frightening computer-ization of our culture(Yes! It's true! Some people never have to leave home, 
thanks to the wonders of technology! They only have to go out when they want to kill someone! Give me 
convenience, or give me death!). So needless to say, I've got a lot to be dissatisfied with when I explore 
American life. But if everything was perfect, then I wouldn't need punk rock. So I'm not trying to CHANGE 
the world. I'm merely voicing my freakish views on society so that I may connect with others who feel the 
same way. That's what punk rock is all about- making connections with special people who share your 
unpopular world view. I don't give a flying fuck if most of you think I'm crazy. A few of you will 
understand, and that's good enough for me. It's not DiCaprio who is the problem. I absolve him of any 
blame. I'm sure he'd be the first one to acknowledge that he's fortunate to have been born with good looks. 
Those looks have brought him success and fame. And no doubt, he has the talent to sustain a career long 
after his good looks are no longer a Hollywood novelty. And what is pathetic is that if he does his best 
work years from now when he's old and fat, people will still only care about how beautiful he looked in 
Titanic. Is looking good a "talent"? In America, it must be. He's a young king, but he is king. 

JOSH RUTLEDGE 
4027 Old Orchard Road, York, PA 17402 
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One Man Army Interview 
by Chuck Jones 






























So who the hell are you guys and what 
do you play? 

JACK: I'm Jack; | play guitar and sing. 
BRANDON: I'm Brandon, | play drums. 
JAMES: | play the bass guitar. 


ve heard all kinds of things about your 
full-length record. Tell us the real story. 
BRANDON: The record is done as we 
speak, and it is called “Dead End 
Stories”. It'll be out in May. 
JACK: It’s on a new record label called 
Adenine records. 
JAMES: We're the first band. 
Is there any truth to the rumor that 
.Adeline Records is Billie Jo 
Armstrong’s label? 
‘JACK: Yeah, there are three guys, Jim, | 
Billie and Doug. All three of them are. 
involved; it’s not just Billie’s label. 
BRANDON: You got a problem with that? 
i MRC Satay oo yee + ers 
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have a distinct sound. Where does this come from? 

No, just asking? Do people hassle you guys about JACK: We all add something to oursound. It’s one 

being on a label partly owned by Billie — of those things where we make each other better. 

Joe? BRANDON: We never had any lessons or anything 

JACK: No, not really. And if they did, like that. We’ve just learned how to play on our own, 

fuck fem. started writing songs and when we had enough, we 

BRANDON: ve got nothing but played a show. 

respect for Billie. If people talk shit, 

then fuck ‘em. Those guys have been When was that? 

nothing but supportive of our band, JACK: Sometime in the beginning of 1996. 

especially Jim. He’s done a lot for us. JAMES: | started playing with these guys in May of 
"96. 
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Let's talk abou 
the record. The 
songwriting is 
great, and you 
guys seem to 







ml really like the 
\vrics on the 
record. Tell me 
about the song 

















“Another Time”. What's it all about? 

JACK: It’s about the death of my best friend’s 
mom and how it affected both of our families. 
BRANDON: Don’t fuck with Paull He’ll mess you 
up! 


How about “Downtown Lights”. What's the story 
behind that song? 

JACK: It’s about my cousin Jeff. He gave me my 
first guitar, and because of him, | play music. The 


ddd \ on™. 


song is about how he moved to LA and started a 
band. Fuck, he even played with Johnny Thunders 
a few times. But eventually he was over it. We 





came to LA to play a show, and he’s just hanging 
out drinking beer, and he’s a movie extra. The 
song tells it all. Now he’s in Fremont painting 
houses. He comes to our shows, but only for the 
free beer. 

BRANDON: That cheap bastard! 


What's the story behind the knuckles on the back 
cover of the record? 
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BRANDON: Those are Brian Galvin’s knuckles. He 
sells merch for the Dropkick Murphy's. He called 
me up one day, we talked for awhile and at the 
end of our conversation, he said, “oh, yeah, | for- 
got to tell you, a couple of months ago, | got One 
Man Army tattooed on my knuckles.” That’s B.A. 
for you. 

JAMES: | hope he likes the record! 


What are some of the bands that have influenced 
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your music? 

JACK: As far as influences go, the Toy Dolls are 
one of my favorites. They were one of the first 
punk bands | got into. Izzy Stradlin is one of my 
heroes — the Izzy of days gone by. Stiff Little 
Fingers were great. | also like some of the old Oi 
bands, like Blitz, Cockney Rejects. 

BRANDON: The Clash had it all. They were the 
greatest band ever. Hands down! Eater was a 
great band. Generation X. 

JAMES: Agnostic Front. 


Jack, you mentioned Izzy Stradlin. Are you a Guns 
and Roses fan? 

JACK: Yeah, everything up to “Appetite for 
Destruction”, mainly because of Izzy. | wasn’t 
really into Slash’s wanking, but Izzy ruled. 
Everything after “Appetite for Destruction” 
sucked. Axl’s voice ruined most of their fucking 
music. 

BRANDON: Ax! got on my nerves. The band was 
great, but Axl is an idiot. 

JAMES: Those guys suck! 


How about San Francisco? What bands do you 
guys like to play with? 

BRANDON: | really like the Swingin’ Utters, and | 
always have since the first time | saw them play. 
Johnny is such a great frontman. The Workin’ 
Stiffs are great. Just keep the cocaine away from 
Mike so he doesn’t call everyone at four in the 
morning losing his mind. 

JACK: He can drink like a fish, but he can’t han- 
dles his drugs. | have to agree with Brandon on 
the Swingin’ Utters and the Workin’ Stiffs. | really 


like the Reducers — they're fucking good. The 
Bodies from Sonoma are another good band. 
BRANDON: When Johnny’s not drinking. 


The first time | ever saw you guys was at the 
Whiskey with the Dropkick Murphy's and the U.S. 
Bombs. That was a great show. 

JACK: Thanks. That was a really fun show. 
BRANDON: The U.S. Bombs are a great band. 
They're the real deal. They have done a lot for us. 
JACK: All | remember was Duane coming on 
stage in the middle of our set and pissing over by 
Brandon. 

BRANDON: | looked over, and it looked like he 
was pissing on Kerry's guitar, but he really had a 
cup in his hand. | almost had to stop playing 
because | was laughing so hard. He was so wast- 
ed that night. 

JACK He didn’t even know what club he was in. 


Does he ever? 

BRANDON: Sure he does, but that night he was 
the most wasted I’ve ever seen him. 

JACK: He finally got his comp together. 


Is that the Disaster Records comp? 
JACK: That's the one. 


What's it called? 
BRANDON: “Old Skars and Upstarts”. 


Are you guys on it? 
BRANDON: That's right. 
JACK: It’s really good. A lot of good bands. 


Are you guys touring soon? 
JACK: Yeah, it’s in the works right now. 
JAMES: It'll be good to finally play the east coast. 






All right, what’ the best punk recordy) 
of the ‘90s? 
JACK: Swingin Utters, “Streets off 
San Francisco”. 

BRANDON: Rancid, “And Out Come 
the Wolves”. 

JAMES: U.S. Bombs, “Garibaldi Guard”. 


Any last words? 

JACK: No. 

BRANDON: Thanks to all the people who have 
helped us out and everyone who comes to our 
shows. 

JACK: Yeah and Kerry and the U.S. Bombs. 
JAMES: Buy the record! 
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CD/CS available on isolated records 
Sat N. Nain St. Suite jo4-{[B0O 
Corona, CA 3JITV2O-2O043 
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“Anything You Want, 

It’s All Right Here” CD 

Includes Cruisin For A 

Bruisin, Intimidation, 

American Night, Gates 

Of Hell, Cloberrin Time, i. 
& Independence Day $11. 


“Molotov” CD EP 
Their newest CD $8 


also available: 
Dropkick Murphys 
“Boys On The Docks” 
6 Song CD EP $8 
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ro Cyclone Recortls 24 Pheasant Run Merrimack, NH 03054 





HOW OLD ARE YOU GUYS? 
J: I'm 20, Simon is 22. Kristoffer is 23 and rodrigo is 24. At least I 
think so... 


3 WORDS TO. DESCRIBE THF] 


eam prtas(eteS 


HOW DO YOU DEFINE YOURE 
SOUND? 
J:Old school hardcore with a little} 
punk fecl to it. It's pretty hard tof 
describe. 


WHERE DO YOU RESIDE? : 
J:well I live in Lund at my parents® 
place and Simon also fives in Lund.F 
Rodrigo (vocals): 1 live in Malmo, ab 
dirty hole in the ground and? 
Kristoffer lives in Copenhagen. 

1 Dleialearsta a 


WHAT DO YOU GET OUT OF 

BEING IN INTENSITY? 

J-Blood Swear and tears... 1 dunno, | 

cant speak for al'ofius. butt means.as. 
lot to me. It's a lot of fun and it's the kind of music that I like to play 
so... [t's not money that's for sure and it shouldn't be. 

R: I find a lot of pleasure in ventilating my 

opinions, screaming about what If feel and so 

on. Keeps me from losing my mind. 


WHY DO you think MOST HARDCORE 
BANDS HAVE A ONE WORD NAME? 

J: Why do emo bands have so long names 
ieptslan alent erie sha tana met monroe een cerman td on tare lc! 
the frog cross the road? 

1 don't know... 


WAS THAT A STUPID QUESTION? 
J:No not really. { just don't know why. 
R: No, No, very meaningful. 


WHERE WERE YOU GUYS BORN AND RAISED? 

Jc. was born in Lund and raised in a small village outside lund called 
Vebcrdd. It was like 3 houses and an old mill...Rodrigo was born in 
Uruguay and he came to Sweden when he was 2 I think then he was 
raised in the same village as Kristoffer (Bass) and Bjérn (owner of 
bad taste). 

Simon was born in Gothenburg and raised here in lund. Now me and 
simon live in lund Rodrigo in Malmoe and Kristoffer in Copenhagen. 


HOW'D YOU HOOK UP WITH BAD TASTE? 

J: Well as I said before Bjorn at BT is an old friend of ours and ke 
liked what he had heard of us and we had some song so he released 
irasaCp. 


TELL ME ABOUT BAD TASTE? ARE THEY GOOD TO YOU? 
Jonas (Guitar) : They (he, Bjorn that is) has no control over us... no 
scriously. we don't have any contract or anything so we do as we 
please. We all know Bjorn (he's an old friend of almost all of us) so 
we have no problems with them. 


WHAT PISSES YOU GUYS OFF IMMENSELY? 
J: Racism, injustice and Jame ignorant people. Narrow minded peo- 
ple. All the usual stuff. 


WHAT IS PUNK TO YOU? DO YOU THINK PUNK HAS LOST 
ITS MEANING IN THE 90'S? 
BABS lolekaietitl arevistan ime evel em rere 
ajust progressed a bit. You can't just dress 
dup with a studded Icather jacket and 
“scare old ladies anymore. It simply won't 
work, if you know what I mean. If we 
b (elo ehae rome Moca ant ie far 
gotten cra ft orever. 
_R: When T first started hanging out at 
punk shows. I felt ero eat 
accepted (being a forcigner). But with 
time the illusion | had of an open minded 
scene was stained by the same kind of 
hierarchy, the same kind of assholes as in 
our socicty. 


, hs) YOUR FAVORITE 
RELEASE? WHY? 
J:Our own release or? Tf it was our own I 
would say our new, 10" (CD) Wash off 
the lies. Otherwise its HIS HERO IS 
GONE "Monuments to thieves" 


ETRE? 


J: don't know, | can't point out just one. Our first tour... | dunno 


WHERE DO YOU SFE YOURSELVES IN TEN YEARS? 

AB EUR Oba er eM Kee cee hme tat 
but T will still be as Maybe I live on the countryside Stoo yale 
and 2 kids. I really haven't looked that far into the future. 

R: Alive and kickin’ or dead and facalei en 


WHAT IS THE IMPORTANT CHOICE YOU EVER MADE 
WITH THE BAND? 

J:To try to keep the band at anon commercial Ievel and not "scl out". 
MC RiSMOR ORL eme he ein ume m eum elen mentee 
decide what we should do. 


WORST SHOW YOU EVER SAW? 

J:Motley Crue reunion gig at the Roskilde festival (one of Europe's 
biegest festivals). It was a total disaster. [ stood there AS the ie\sait do) | 
ate and they only played like 2 old songs and the rest of Piel songs 
were samc Steet mera}... 


DID YOU ALWAYS WANT TO PLAY IN A BAND? 

From the day that I fist picked up a guitar I wanted to play in a 
band. It’s not until now if feel like I want to record some songs of 
my own though. 


WHAT ARE THE PROS AND CONS OF BEING IN A BAND? 
J: You always have someone else there to carry your gear... Honestly 
I don't etl NG have any good reasons why somcone ei a want to 
lem iee amt hts long it's 





STmicue ome maconsemiearly 
with and you know. 


ANYONE ON ANY 
MEDICATIONS? 

FENo not yet, but I'm allergic to 
something which makes me look 
like a junkie because my Cyes £Cts 
all red and they itch like hell so [ 


Rae UNA SAH EM Gee meee ° Se 


for that pretty soon... 
R: I've been watching way too 
much TV lately. 


FAVORITE 
SONG? 


PUNK ROCK 


J: Right now it's "Prince of the I 


rodeo" by a Norwegian band 
called Turbonegro. 


FAVORITE VACATION SPOT? 
JT haven't been on vacation for a 
lot of years but T would love to go 
to London again this summer. 
Otherwise 
capitol of Denmark, our bass 
player lives there) is a pretty 
cool place in the summer. 


NO YOU GUYS ALL WORK 
OR...°2 EVER GET. TIME TO 
HANG OUT WITH FANS? 
DAcdied eran eens ame eteL MSR C0) a 
The only one who did was 
Kristoffer but he recently quit 
because we're going on tour 
tomorrow (24/4) -may 4th. Do 
we have any, as you say, fans? 
Wwe hang out a lot with our 
friends though. 


WHERE WOULD 
TODAY IF YOU 
PLAYING MUSIC? 
J: would probably not be here 
today. 


YOU BE 
WEREN'T 


WHAT DO YOU PUT MOST 
OF YOUR) HARD WORK 
INTO? 

J; The bands that 1 play in and 
then I have to study, otherwise | 
won't get any money. I'm also 
doing some layout work for bad 
taste but I really feel like I don't 
have the time. I also. put allot of 
work into mine and Rodrigos 
small D.Y label called Putrid 
Filth Conspiracy 

R: Do you? 


BEFORE YOU PASS AWAY 
ON THE BEAUTIFUL EARTH- 
WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
PASS ONTO YOUR CHIL- 
DREN? 

Not to judge people by. their 
looks or race and give equal 


Copenhagen (the FS 


respect to the animals and to 
women. 


HOW DO YOU SEE YOUR 
SCENE PROGRESSING? TELL 
US ABOUT YOUR SCENF? 
Ao) Mn rs ele ene ome team ers ene 
used to be. We've just started to 
arrange shows and there are more 
and more people who are getting 
into the scene but a few years ago 
it was terrible. People only came 
to shows if bands like SOIA or 
NOFX played. It's. looking a lot 
brighter now. 


UNFORTUNATELY. BBs bs 
INTERVIEW ENDS. HERE. 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO BLOW 
A KISS TO YOUR FANS? 

Well, thanks a lot for the inter- 
view and check out our records. 
Tends baa tela sassy RL UE 
it's worth it..If there's anything 
Plapwel tema zelt ech aslo) am Pasta chant 
know and we'll get back to you. 
Take care -Positive hardcore. 
positive youth. 


a Oy 

Putrid Filth Conspiracy 
PAPA Corer ema alse ma at eie 
Trollebergsv 16B 

222 29 Lund 

Sweden 
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Sip. 


Jerry bass, sings 
paul sings, guitar 
John drums, sings 


John, you played in Mad Parade awhile back, right? 
Johni Yeah, I hinda jump-started that band, I guess. I played with 
the singer. The drummer was my brother. 


Did you play in Some other bands? 
John: Yeah, 7 played in the Groovie Choulies...2 wore a wig and shit 
like that. Pretty cool band. 


Maybe, you should play with a wig on with Million Six? 
Jerry: That's a good idea. Thanks scott. 


Where are you guys from? 
Band: Hacienda Heights. 


Oh yeah, I lived there before. 
Pauli Really where did you go to school? 


Uh, Newton Jr. High. Z remember back then, everyone was break- 
dancing and shit. So you guys were you buddys bach then? 

Paul: Yeah, we started a band called The Steps. We opened up for 
Social D, -we had a couple of cool shows. We used te play with Mad 
Parade because John tried ovt for Mad Parade and we got a Fight 
when he, uh, actually when he fucked my girlfriend. We broke up 
and then John came back. I think he joined Mad Parade and we 
hissed and made Up, So it was Cool. 


Hmm...You hissed him or you Kissed your girlfriend? 
Jerry: For the record, I didn't fuck either of their girlfriends and 
I didn't Puck either of them. 


John: Ten years later, it ended up being the right combination of 
this band. We had six different combinations of bass players for 
Million Six. We got Jerry back in the band. And I Stopped Fucking 
each other's girlfriends 


Oh, okay... 
Jerry: And The last show with The Steps- Johw was on acid, 


So, I'm Figuring out what the band Name means-it's how many peo-~ 
ple's girlfriends you fucked, 

Band laughs. 

Paul It's how many times I beat of f, actually. 

Jerry: Z will now pose the question- what does Million Six actually 
medn? 


Yeah, what does it mean? 

Jerry: I'm not even Sure really 

Paul: John though of it- it was a Steve Martin-one of his skits, 2 
dunno. 

John: He had it ow a record. It became a sarcastic number. If any- 
one one asked you "How many times do you play there,” or "How 
many times you fucked her,” or "How may times have you jerked 
off" -it's a Million Six. 


Gh, okay, I'd like to ash some really Stupid questions dealing with 
your name. I took a lot of time thinking about these. I was wonder- 
ing if you had a million and six dollars. 

Pav: I'd make this coffee shop a bar, 

Jerry: I don't have a good answer for that one. I wanna answer one 
Stupid question really well and that's not one of them, 


It's not a very punk band name. 

Pauli Yeah, I guess if I was stoned I'd say the name means all the 

tons of influences we have. They range from left field te right 
Field. 





Jerry: You never told us that! When we played in the Steps when we 
were 16 and by the time you're 30 like us you listen to a lot of shit 
It's hard to Pigure what bands influenced you. When you get to our 
age it's everything you ever listened too, And we're not kids, yo 

Know. 


So, you don't think you're kids? 
Jerry: Well, it's always a struggle to be a kid. 


The new album is pretty loud, aggressive. What drives... 

Paul: Pot and aiédbal, Pretty much for me, It's an eScape to me and 
I'm always escaping. 

Jerry: When Z got into the band-it was a lot more aggressive tha 

7 thought it would be. I can't now imagine being in a band that isn’t 
that aggressive. 

John: I just love punk and I guess it gets my aggression out too, 
Instead of Kicking the crap out of somebody, I just write a Song 
about it. (He laughs) 

Jerry: And he does hick ass, 


Any Serious Fights you've had in the past want to tath about? 
John: No, none that are on record. 
Paul: BILL! 


Yeah, let's talk about Bill! 

John: Well, I had a minor scrimmage with someone and Flipped 
their wig. I don't enjoy beating the shit out of people. But, if 
have too I will. (He snickers) 


So, what inspires you to do this? 

John: God, the same thing that inSpires me to play music, 

Jerry? The guy in the truck that hit your truck, 

John: Yeah, anger and life and the Stupid people that are involved 
and don't have to be. 

Jerry: It was the training in the Marines, wasn't it? 





You were in the Marines? 
John: Yeah, six years, 


What did you regret about being in the Marines? 

That I never got Staff Sergeant. And 2 deserved it goddamnit! 

You guys are serious about this- You're not pulling my leg or any- 
thing are ya? 

Jerry: No, no. 


You know I'm going to have te see Some documentation? 

Paul: Show em your badge! 

Jerry: This is great we're all pulling skeletons out of each other's 
closet. We're all gonna break up after this. 


You all don’t have girlfriends right now, do you? Because everything 
will be okay then. 

Jerry: I don't 

Paul: Nope. 

John: I do. I've been with her for years and years. 


where do see yourselves when you really are actually 40? 

Pault Right back here at the coffee shop talking to you after the new 
record we just put out. 

Jerry: We'll probably have about 10 or 12 eds by then. 


Will the albums progressively have more Songs? Maybe by then 
you'll have 50 Songs on each album? 

Band lavghs 

John: There's a ton of Space on those records. We can put 70 min- 
utes on this damn thing. 


What made you decide to put out So many Songs (21) on this new 
album? I mean, it's wot very Common for a punk banda. 
Paul: We just Kept recording more songs. We asked Kenny from 
Satellite to put all the Songs we recorded in one year. 

Jerry: Paul's our main Songwriter, We collaborate. We throw our 
songs in the middle of a room, John’s real prolific. There's never a 
shertage of Songs. 


I would say you're Kind of a punk rock-n-roll band. Whe would you 
name if you were to Say 3 bands who influenced the record? 

Paul: I'll have my periods when TZ want to hear Some Damned or I'll 
wanna hear The Replacements or the Clash, Or the Beatles. 


You do have some catchy vocal melodies on Some of the choruses. 
Paul: I think that's the Beatles influence. 


Track 4, House of Pie- the chorus says "2 got Friends, Friends up 
high..." Is that what you're Singing? 
Paul: No, Pies love Friends. Friends love pie. 


Does that have an underlying Sexual innuendo? 

Paul: Actually, Yeah. The House of Pie is a little coffee shop in Los 
Feliz- where I live and we were all drunk went there after seeing 
Supergrass, Z woke up the next morning not remembering what hap- 
pened. Smoked a joint and wrote the Song and it didn't make sense 
at all. Jerry: Did Dan set of f the Fire alarm or was it you? 

Paul: That was me. 


Your Songs are not necessarily conceptual? 

Jerry: I think we are trying to go after spontaneity. We're going 
for that raw quality. We try te make sure it's not teo theugh out and 
just Kinda go with it. You write a song and you do it and put every- 
thing into it and you move on. We don't Spend days or weeks Pine 
tuning em and polishing. 

Paul: Basically, we're just lazy. 


Paulie? It’s So Silent in here. We're used to screaming in the back- 
ground. 
Too quiet in here for ya? 


Paul: This is actually our first interview. 


Oh, really...Se, what's in the Puture for Million Six? 


Paul: Play and play and play. Record and record and record and 
release and release. We wanna play in Front of people that enjoy 
our music, We don't play for Money. 


What's with the teilets on the bach cover? 
Jerry: Those toilets were at our Studio. 7 always enjoy the montage 
i? you will of the teilets contrasting with a urinal which is on its 
back- which you rarely see a urinal on its bach on the floor. We 
Spent a lot of time on the cover artwork, 


Any good shows coming up? 
Paul: We're playing at Ambro's in Whittier May 23rd- a Free show 
with the Burnouts. 


How was the first interview for you? 

Paul: Actually, cool. It's quiet especially when people are listening 
like the guy sitting behind you. But, we have no choice. It lacked the 
beers. 


When you guys are 32 we'll have Some beers and talk about the new 
album. 
Johni Ohay, cool, 


Write to MIlion Six at 

p.o. box 1743 

Whittier, ca 90609 

or booking call! 818 829-2064 310 636-0750 
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Very Own Vegas 
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Smooths 


music generators, 
‘The Smooths, hawe taken 
the wery best of their indi- 
widual ska, regmme, and 
pop punk roots to create 
an infectious new sound 
based solidly on old 
school principle. 


MIG international $12 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
Side1 Dummy Records 


<j 6201 Sunset Bivd. Suite 211 Hollywood, CA 90028 
Tel (213) 951-9090 Fax (213) 951-9099 


a tem song LF of new 
songs, liwe recordings, 
rare E-sides, and a fexs 
covers. Brought to you 
at the low price of $S 


Mimtem international $10 





LOOK NO FURTHER FOR YOUR NEW FAVORITE RECORDS! 


The FAIRLANES Punk's ifs al about the Orbis Factor. CD Homeless Wonders 
“songs for cruising” CD Previously unreleased or hard to find songs “another one of those days” CD 
NOFX meets the Queers meets Blink- from Blink-182, Fairlanes, AAA, Pinhead Screeching Weasel meets Less Than 
182. This is the pop-punk album of the Circus, Homeless Wonders, Discount, Digger, Jake. Catchy pop-punk with horns from 
year. Viva Los Fairlanes!! Nobodys, Sinkhole, Falling Sickness, Gob, Wyoming. Yee haw!! 
(SH006) McRackins, eae and more! (SH005) 
003 


SUBURBAN HOME 


1750 30TH ST #365, BOULDER, CO 80301 


“EXPOSURE” 


VR8O cd.cs 
Available June 9 


Www. victoryrecords.com 
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Now available on Red Eye Records 
www.diabloweb.com/redeye 
PO Box 16717 San Diego CA 92176 
All CD's $11 shipping included- Send Cash or MO - Add $1 per item for over seas orders 
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from New Jersey's 
heartland of evil. 


vien n of toa nie CD eis now 


$7 postage paid 


©] Also Available: Dillinger 6 song CD . eh = 5, re 

"| $7 postage paid “ Nh a OEE oT ec 

wiRd. Red Bank NJ 077071 http://mars.superlink.net/ melanie phone 504 862 7491 
ee through - Relapse , Revelation, Very, Lumberjack, and many more. 











Damon - Drums & percussion 
Kurt - Guitar and Electronics 
Jake - Vocals 

Aaron - Guitar 

Steve - Bass 


There seems to be a lot of history about Converge. what is the most cli- 
matic moment in the band's existence? 


The most climactic moment had to be throwing a milk carton of semen at 
Coalesce a few years back. That was probably the one time when we all 
looked at each other and said, ..."Damn we finally made it." That's it. 


In all seriousness, just the mere fact that we've been playing together 
and progressing together as a unit for so long if the greatest aspect of 
doing what we do. 


Do you agree with Your sound being coined as a 

metal-hardcore hybrid? 

Since we all have fairly extensive Metal backgrounds | would have to say 
that we don't have a problem with it. However, a great deal of the bands 
which have that "Metal-Hardcore” hybrid sound tend to be much more 
mid-paced and less technical in their approach. | don't see us relating to 
that by any means. For instance, comparing what we do and have been 
doing for quite awhile now to say what Bloodlet has created with their 
approach have little in musical relation to each other. I'd like to think 
that all of these forms of 

extreme music have begun to blur the lines of what it what a bit. The 
same musical brutality can be found in all 
aspects of extreme music so | don't really 
think that their is a Metal/Hardcore 
scene. | feel that it's all just metamorphi- 
sizing into something which isn't all that 
classifiable. 


What do you enjoy more hardcore or 
metal? 

Traditional Hardcore leaves my stomach 
a bit empty at times. The 1988 sort of 
thing leaves me entertained at best these 
days. And that is what Hardcore is being 
Classified as these days. Metal on the 
other hand continues to challenge itself. 
That's something that is very appealing to 
me. Metal to me feels like it has some of 
the dimensions and sincerity that 
Hardcore to has the ability to encompass. 
All of us just search for quality in the 
music that we love and listen to. It's diffi- 
cult to really classify it any other way. 


BEST hardcore SHOW YOU'VE EVER attend- 
ed? what was so great About it? 

That's a difficult one. There's been quite a lot. Any of the times | got to 
catch Leeway in their heyday, or The Cromags or Burn. When shows had 
that element of danger. When you were on your toes the entire night, 
before everyone hugged and sold cookies at shows. It's all good. | don't 
mind that 

atmosphere but | find nothing that inspires me at-shows like that gener- 
ally. Sometimes | really wish Hardcore could be as anti-social as Metal. 
We'd all be much better off. 

Out of all the times | have got to see Neurosis play great sets no other set 
left me in awe as much as their Boston appearance with Eyehategod. That 
was simply amazing. The last time | got to catch BuzzOven too, they were 
amazing... 


ANY GOOD TOUR/BAND STORIES? 

Plenty, however | just really don't know where to begin. Falling through 
stages, getting my teeth knocked out. Knocking teeth out. BoySetsFire, 
period. 


Watching some poor soul break his arm in Northhampton, MA. Myself dis- 
locating my knee and popping it back into place to play four more songs. 
The mayhem which erupted at the Converge/Entombed show in Western 
MA. I could go on forever... 


What's the WORST THING THAT HAS EVER HAPPENED TO converge? 
Missing out on the midget in Buffalo. 


Tell me about life in Boston. If the population of Boston and NYC gotina 
brawl, who would win? We hear Bostonians are pussys that like sippin on 
Cape Cods, no? 

New York would try and take down Boston but | 
think we'd go down swinging. Boston isn't a large 
city by any stretch of the imagination. As far as sip- 
ping on Cape Cod's and Bostonians being 
-»'"Pussys", well | guess you found us out. Uh, I've 
only been to the Cape twice. 


































If you could teach your FANS one message, what 
would it be? 
Sabbath. 


Okay. Do any members delve into politics or have 
any viewpoints you would like to share? 
As a band, we certainly are not a political vehicle 
of any kind. We all have our own personal views 
but they have little to do with Converge. 


What is the first thing you do after getting off 
stage? 

Go hide and unwind for a few 
minutes. I'm not all that 
good with being a social 
butterfly. 



























What was the best show you 
ever played? What are the 
top three things you wish to 
happen at every show? 
Buffalo NY with Deadguy and 
Coalesce is still one of my 
more favorite shows we've 
ever had the chance to play. 
3 Things: Hopefully | don't 
get hurt too bad. No fights. 
No insanely moronic behav- 
ior. 


WHAT IS THE HARDEST THING 
YOU EVER ACCOMPLISHED 

IN YOUR entire LIFE? 

My schedule for the past 
four years has been one of 
the hardest and near impossi- 
ble things which I've ever conquered. Keeping my 
life in order and my head on straight that whole 
time has been an accomplishment in it's own right. 


What's your views on attending college and get- 
ting a degree? 

It's not for everyone but | am in total support of it. 
1 am a supporter of continuing education, howev- 
er | have a large problem with quality education 
being out of reach to many who can't overcome 
economic barriers which have been put up in front 
of them. In short, it's classiest in many respects and 
is horrible to deny anyone their right to their edu- 
cation. 


What's your views on legalizing pot? 


After suffering 
It is a question of basic human freedoms really. The question is much larger 
than does your neighbor wants to smoke Marijuana. It's another case of state 
and federal government having control over your direct individual actions. 
Whether you agree with it's uses or not, it's critical that we have the option 
to exercise our.own personal freedoms. indescribable 


two years of 


Do you believe sex sells? Do you think the media over- . 

docesex? ivola de) c—mle m=! 

Sex certainly sells and always has. As far as your ques- fe 4 

tion of the media Chinese prison, 
overdosing on sex, well it is out there for a reason. 

These programs and ad campaigns work and work well Pe 

who show sexually explicit material. It's a sort of a 

redundant question, 


Does each band member practice safe sex? 

You'd have to ask everyone. I'm certainly not the 
expert on what everyone does on their own time with 
their perspective partners.. 


i 


fo er ae red 


this Tibetan nun stood up 
in front of 100,000 people 


and prayed for one thing... 


BEST 
MUSIC TO MAKE LOVE T0? 
Agoraphobic Nosebleed. 


ANY SCARY STORIES ABOUT OBSESSIVE FANS/GROUPIES? 
Not really, no. 


If the band had to pick a color to best represent the 
band what would it be and why? 
Black. | won't even say the cliché. 


What would be your description of a perfect 

world? 

Lemmy as crowned as the King. Rhode Island turned 
into a prison state. 


Tell us about your recent full length on equal vision 

records, "when forever comes crashing." it took two 

years in the making? 

It took quite a long time to write. We really wanted to 

take our time and write it at a comfortable pace. We 

actually demoed a lot of the material before our sum- 

mer tour last year so in that respect the writing process was a little slower 
than we predicted. We are very happy with the outcome of the record, all of 
us put a lot of time and effort into it and it is just fantastic to see it finally 
materialize and be something. It's much more dynamic than anything we've 
done before. Instead of writing a collection of songs we wrote an album, and 
it was our first time writing such a unified record. 


Any big tour plans? Where can fans write you? 





We'll be touring the United States with Today Is The Day throughout the 
month of August. After that hopefully we'll be able to get over to Europe and 
Japan if we can get the time to do it. We are going to release a split album 
bse a band by the name of Agoraphobic Nosebleed in the next year or so. BN ONTR rE n tae ert ee Te 7 
hat's all that plans we have for now. > ei a 5 Fi a << 
—human tights abuses and promote non-viotence. — 
Contact us: 13 Mansfield St. #2 Allston MA 02134 USA 
Or E-Mail Converge13@aol.com 


How would you like to end this interview? ee : 
Thanks for the interview, take care. ‘=~ The Milarepa Fund 


Info line:1.888.MILAREPA 


G 


-website:http://www.milarepa.org 





WHAY IS PUNK YO YOU? DO YOU THINK PUNK HAS LOST I1'S MEANING IN 
THE 90's? - nt reasons are more fortunate then others. It's a crap shoot. That' $ 
ink."punk" ever had any meaning except the one ia the just the way it is. Live it up as best you can without disrespecting other 

the so called punk scene | guess it means differ- peoples right to do the same. That's what | think, Se 
e. | personaly would never belong to a scene that GETTING BACK YO MUSIC- WHAY IS YOUR INFATUATION whe JOHN 


NO. I'd like to believe that put realistically, ao. Some people for differ- 






















ve WHAT IS: THE IMPORTANT. chore You even ' 
Signing with BYO, 





Y SEEMS YOUR SOUND CROSSES A FEW BARRI USICALLY--ARE YOU 
TILL TOYING AROUND WITH YOUR STYLE? ORDO YOU LIKE YOUR SOUND 


epee Oe creer us pb 


edaarisnsert 
Mer PUNK,.. 
sit 5 all rock and roll. 


DRUGS? 
say legalize drugs. People 


rry less about what sae 

A but aot a hong. | per- 
lly dor! t use ‘drugs, but it! 5 readily available if | wanted to. 

tet the weal 0 D for all | care. 





BEST TOILET READING? 
The Redneck Manifesto by am Goad is really good 


WHAY ARE YOUR POLITICAL VIEWS 
I've got views on as 





I woulda: t hom i him. 


HOW Do YOu UKE YOUR EW atgum? 


I like it. There's always things that could have heen better but it came 
out okay. 





CHEERY, EH? DO YOU THINK EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR A REASON? THANKS A BUNCH. 
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At two and a half years old, Huntington Beach’s 
Split Decision is really beginning to hit its stride, 
spawning a sound that pays tribute to many great 
bands, as well as creating a powerful pop-punk 
feel of its own. | was able to interview the band 
between shows on Saturday, February 7. | arrived 
at the studio late, but not too late to catch their 
brand new “Farm Song”, a collection of barnyard 
noises with a drum beat. Tim does the sheep nois- 
es suspiciously well. Over beers at LJ’s Tavern in 
Placentia, | was able to get inside the minds of 
these sick individuals. 


Give your name, rank and serial number. 

Chris: Chris White, Cancer. | play bass. 

Tim: Libra, Tim, singer, 26. 

Matt: Scorpio, Matt, guitar. 

Tom: Tom, uh, guitar. 

Jim: Jim, percussion. | like little short dogs in 
sweaters. 


Name any bands you feel influenced you. 

Matt: NOFX, Pennywise. 

Tim: Offspring 

Matt: Guttermouth. 

Jim: Pat Benatar. 

Matt: Maybe some Blink and Bad Religion in 
there. 

Tim: The Squids! 

Matt: the Squids, they suck, bunch of idiots in my 
opinion. High school’s over. 


What do you see the band doing in the future? 
Matt: I’m pretty sure we'll be signed by the end of 
this year. Hopefully with an independent label. 
We want to go on tour and get Split Decision out 
to all the people who are deprived. 


Tom, boxers or briefs? 
Tom: Both at the same time. 


Do you wear man-panties? 
Tom: That’s correct. 


Selling out. Any band views on the subject? 

Matt: | don’t think it’s about selling out, it’s 
about where the music takes you. 

Tim: Everyone’s worried about selling out. If you 
work hard, and you get that opportunity, hey, you 
gotta take it. If you slave away in a band for ten 
years, and you finally make it, people will say 
you're a sell out. 

Matt: What dollar figure do you sell out at? As 
long as you keep it real. Keep playing and keep 
your prices low. T-shirts, CDs for the fans. 

Jim: | don’t like the kids who are one day into 
Milli Vanilli and the next day they are an Offspring 
fan because they hear “Come Out and Play”. | 
think that’s pretty lame. 

Matt: | have no problem with Blink or anybody 
signing with a major label. As long as they're still 
playing their music. If they’re deviating from 
what they love to play, then | think that’s wrong. 


You have a new song called “Farm Song”. Any 
barnyard fantasies? 

Chris: Tim just bought a sheep. He’s had many sex- 
ual tendencies toward that sheep. 

Matt: | had sex with a chicken once, but that was 
in the eighth grade. 





Did you get a beak job? 

Matt: | was actually getting the chicken up the 

ass, but when it’s legs start kicking, it’ll scratch 

your balls all to hell. 

Tim: I have a fetish with sheep. When I go to bed, 
___ I don’t count them, I do them. 


Matt, you are the newest guy in the band. Any ini- 
tiation rituals you were forced to endure? 

Matt: | had to wear a cock-ring for a week, and it 
really upset and interrupted my guitar playing. 
After awhile, | got used to it, and | fit in okay 
after that. 


Any venue you'd like to play in the future? 

Jim: Battle of the Bands at UCR. 

Matt: The Roxy. Maybe some snowboarding shows. 
Jim: we'd like to branch out to the Inland Empire. 
Play some of those places. 


What bands that you have played with would you 
like to thank? 

Matt: Mind Driver, Liquor Fish, Barely Legal. 
Chris: Rule 62. 


Tom, you picked up the guitar a few years ago. 
How’s that going? 

Tom: It’s hard. Yeah, I’ve only been playing about 
two years. Matt’s trying to teach me the way, lead 
my ass down the road. 

Matt: And I’m fucking lost. 

Tom: | just turn it down real low and let Matt play 
everything. 








Any gimmicks or stage antics you plan on using to 
make the band more sellable? 

Matt: Yeah, we’re planning on wearing these wet- 
suits and goggles and calling ourselves some kind 
of water rodent type thing. 

Chris: Tim as a sheep. 

Tim: Yeah, we’re going to try the barn animals as 
well. 


A barn animal theme band? 
Tom: Yeah, we’re a bunch of cocks. 


el Any love triangles 
within the band? 
Matt: | wish there were, but I’m still trying to 
hook up with someone’s wife or girlfriend... 


So none of you are sleeping together right now? 
Tim: Some penetration, but we won’t say anything 
about that. 

Jim: Chris has a fetish. 


Chris: Yes, it has to do with cuticles and cal- ctf mms __ 


luses, but I can’t say anymore. 


How would you describe the perfect punk rock 
girl? 

Tim: Somebody who doesn’t know dick. . 
wants the dick. 

Matt: I hope she’s not very smart and doesn’t talk 
a lot and has no problem coming home with me. 


. but 


Would you say you’re an easy lay? 

All; Definitely. 

Chris: | need at least two beers in me. 

Tim: With a sheep, they don’t talk back, they’re all 
fluffy and warm. 


Whe Lind Wt Water Vode fy 


Favorite cocktails? 
Jim: Greyhounds are good. 
Tim: Oh, cocktails! Captain and Coke. 


What can you say to the Skratch readers about 
your band? 

Matt: Come check us out; it’s fun. 

Tim: Yeah, we’re pretty fun. 

Jim: Yeah, we have a lot of energy. 

Matt: You can come on stage and sing with us. 
Tim: We’ll play for anybody. 

Tom: We’ll buy you a beer. 

Matt: Yeah, fourteen to sixteen year old girls, 
come out to the show because | have reclining 
seats in my car. 


What’s most enjoyable, taking a dump or taking a 
hap? 

Tim: Being that I’m the guy in the band that shits 
alot... 

Matt: Every ten to fifteen flame 
minutes. 

Tim: Hey, you go in there, kick back, five minutes 
of pure thought and after that, you can walk away 
and say, “hey, I’m ready”. 

Jim: We’ve stopped sets because he’s had to take a 
dump. 

Chris: We actually teach a class, like yoga, except 
we use bowel movements as a way of becoming 
centered. 

Tim: We’re the shitty band. 


You played some new songs tonight; how'd those 
come about? 





Tim: They actually go out to the ex-girlfriends. 
Matt’s got a list of frustrations built up in his 
mind, and I’m kind of like the evil, angry writer. 
Everybody writes and puts in the lyrics. It’s for 
everybody, by everybody. We’re a group thing. 


What would you say to your parents right now if 
they were in here? 

Matt: I’m sorry, mom. | didn’t mean to do it. 
Tim: You shouldn’t have bought me my first gui- 
tar. 

Chris: I’m a class away from my AA. 


You have a song called “God’s Left Hand”. Any 
strong religious views or anti-religious views? 
Tim: Not really. That’s a prayer, actually. | wrote 
the song, actually, we wrote the song. 

Jim: Tim flunked religion in Catholic school. 

Tim: | went to Catholic school for nine years, and 
1 flunked religion. That was actually a prayer I 
started in the second grade. 

Chris: It’s the 
only one he remembers. 

Tim: Yeah, it was the only one | remembered. So 
we decided to make it a song. We changed the 
lyrics totally on it. We kind of throw it out to mix 
things up. 


Any last parting thoughts? 

Tim: Yeah, come check us out. 

Jim: Come out and just have a good time. 

Tom: Watch us play and mail us a bunch of shit. 
Chris: Extra thanks to Skratch Magazine. 


For a copy of the band’s nine song CD, “What’s for 
Breakfast”, send $7 ppd to : Split Decision at 
1048-A Parker Street, Orange CA 92805. 


Mikey: Guitar 
Kagu: Drums | 
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Decapitones kicked off the show with a bang. They're 
energy was over-flowing as they went through they're fun 
and upbeat brand of ska. "Spanish Fly" and "Maybe Not”, 
displayed they're style of ska very well. The band seemed 
to be having a lot of fun on stage and Keith, the vocalist, 
kept the mood smooth with his superb vocal harmonies. 
During the punky tune, "Stop", trumpet player, Jared ran 
through the crowd starting an idiotic mosh pit. For being 
the first band playing for the day, The Decapitones did an 
excellent job. 

At the same time The Decapitones were on, so were the 
Pharmaceutical Bandits, so | made the decision to see half 
of the set from each band, which seemed to work out pret- 
ty good. As | approached the stage, | could tell that the 
energy of the RX Bandits was awesome, as usual. The first 
song | saw them play was "Maybe", which is a non-racism 
song that fit well with the mood of the tour. The kids were 
going crazy to the antics of RXB, as they waved they're 
hands in the air like they were at a New Kids On The Block 
concert. Guitar player and vocalist, Matt Embree, per- 
formed an excellent guitar solo, as trombone player, Rich 
Balding, gargled water while singing. Before, “Innocence”, 
was played, Rich cooled down the audience by spraying 
them with a hose, which seemed to make them more 
excited. The Pharmaceutical Bandits closed they're set 
with a remarkable blend from, "Teen Idol", to "I don't 
care", which was a fitting end to a great set. 


Due to set overlapping, | only was able to see one song 
from Sacramento based Luckie Strike, but what | did see 
was fantastic. This female fronted punk band overflowed 
with energy as they performed, "25 Dollar Day”. Luckie 
Strike's sound encompasses a lot of power and intensity. 
I'm very sorry | only caught they're last song. 


As Knuckle Sandwich started they're set, my instant defini- 
tion of them was, punk rock, and then as the seconds 
passed, the definition turned to noise. Knuckle Sandwich 
has a tight horn section but they're overall sound seemed 
unoriginal. Voodoo Glow Skulls have an under study. 





Grovers, consist of creative guitar lines and extremely 
tight horns. They had a lot of energy on stage, especially 
coming from, Alan, the guitar player. Grovers displayed 
they're excellent style of ska on, " Leave Me Alone" and 
"Crushed". The only slight problem | could find in they're 
sound was that the vocals need a little bit more sharpness. 
Other than that, Grovers set was played well and with a lot 
of energy. 





Some bands do not have to be wacky and crazy to get an 
audience's attention, Mobtown is definitely one of those 
bands. They're smooth and rocksteady style of ska attract- 
ed many of the alterna-ska-punk kids in attendance. On 


the harmonious, "Liar", vocalist and trumpet player, Amy, 
played an excellent trumpet solo. They're entire set was 
packed with fun and upbeat ska rhythms and a great vibe. 
The Los Angeles based, Mobtown blends many different 
styles of music, such as ska, reggae and rocksteady, in 
order to create they're original and unique style. 
Mobtown put on a great set displayed they're outstanding 
musical abilities and terrific energy. 


The overall show, believe it or not, went fairly smooth. The 
only problem was bands that had overlapping sets and the 
mud from the rain because of the previous day. Other than 
that, | would say The Ska Against Racism LA date was a 
great success. 


In theory, this was a good idea. Who wouldn't want to 
go see over thirty bands in one fun filled day? The problem 
is that with so many bands, the talent pool gets spread a 
little thin. The first two hours of the event were a complete 
waste. | watched as band after band that | had never heard 
of took massive bowel movements on stage. It wasn't 
pretty. If! ever hear a 17 year old girl yell, "pick it up” or 
"chka-ch" again, I'll probably die. Don't get me wrong, the 
day did have it's highlights. What do you say we look back 
ona few? 





1:00- Five-Iron Frenzy 

There wasn't anything too special about this eight piece 
from Denver. They were good, but only played the kind of 
third wave ska that is so prevalent these days. What stood 
out the most about them, was the lead singers ever- 
changing costume. First he came out dressed like a girl 
and made fun of Gwen, but before | knew it, he was wear- 
ing shorts and a T-shirt. Every time | looked away he put 
something new on. Next he put on a big hat. Then anoth- 
er. And yet another, And then a shirt that said "Corporate 
Rock Still Sucks”, and finally another hat. All the musicians 
were proficient, but not outstanding by any means. For 
one song the trombone player took over the vocals, and 
for another that girl in the band took over. Some of the 
songs they played were "Let's Go to Canada”, "Fist Full of 
Sand” and “Banner Year" which evidently is about the 
slaughter of a bunch of indians or some shit. Does that 
make me an asshole cause | don't care? Oh well. 


2:00- Kemuri 

“Were the band from Japan" Kemuri's pony tailed 
singer warned as they took the stage. | hear a lot about 
how the crowds in Japan are so much more energetic and 
enthusiastic than the ones over here are. | always took 
that with a grain of salt, but if Kemuri's set was any indica- 
tion of how things are across the Pacific, then | believe it 





whole heartedly. Someone told me that Kemuri means, 
“smoke" but | think it probably means “hopped up on 
speed". They absolutely demolished 95 percent of the 
bands there that day. With his hands clasped in a prayer 
like manner over the microphone, and a mischievous 
gleam in y had seen were the always entertaining, ever 
skanking Skeletones. | was a bit disappointed when! heard 
that Garth, my favorite Skeletone, had left the band. The 
way he danced around, fists pumping, legs flailing, wearing 
a big toothy grin, was quite infectious, and always made 
their shows that much more enjoyable. But the Skeletones 
were six strong this day, putting on as good a show as | 
have ever seen them do. Arguably the best group of musi- 
cians around, they incorporate ska, jazz, funk, reggae, and 
rock, into something totally unique. Each man plays the 
snot out of his instrument, with guitar player Alex amazing 
me every time I see him. They played all the favorites and 
a new one called "P-200-E", about a naughty girl who likes 
to do it. And for all you ladies out there; singer Jonas is a 
regular sex machine. The way he gyrates around and 
never fails to take off his shirt exposing that tight little fig- 
ure of his, never fails to whip the women into a frenzy. He 
ended the set with a rad jump into a split landing, and an 
awkward, but admirable stage dive. Bravo Jonas, and 
bravo Skeletones. 





3:00- Blue Meanies 

By this point in the day | was tired and hungry, and | 
almost skipped The Blue Meanies to go get something to 
eat. Thank God | didn't, or | would have missed out on the 
freak show from Chicago. You don't have to like the Blue 
Meanies music, but you certainly have to appreciate what 
they do. They have so much crazy shit going that you can't 
help but be entertained. They are to the ska/punk world, 
as Sonic Youth is to the indie rock world. Their first song 
had a rather traditional sound to it. | said to my friend next 
to me "I thought that they had a whole punk thing going”. 
“Just wait" she replied, and couldn't have been more right. 
Before | knew it, total chaos had broken out. The singer 
was screaming shit through a bull horn, the bass player 
was cutting through his strings with a hacksaw, some guy 
came out of no where swinging a chainsaw around, the 
guitar player never held the same chord for more than a 
beat, it was complete madness. And al the songs which 
included "Smash the Magnavox" and “Pave the World" 
among others were top notch. What more could | ask for? 


- 





You haven't seen anything, until you've seen the Blue 
Meanies. 


3:30- The Toasters 

Now | was so hungry that | couldn't see straight, and 
since I'm not a real big fan of traditional ska, | wasn't look- 
ing forward to the Toasters. Though a huge crowd gathered 
for their set, | Just couldn't get into it. They kicked things off 
with "So Glad You Made It" after which the singer declared 
“| don't want none of that crowd surfing or moshing shit. 
This is ska!" They are good at what they do, but it just isn’t 
my bag. | took the rest of their set to go get a hot dog. It 
was yummy. 





4:00- MU330 
The only thing | noticed about MU330 was that it was the 
same band that was backing up Mike Park on the main stage 
earlier in the day. By this point in the concert | didn't want 
to 





see the same group of guys on stage again, even if it was 
different music. Their drummer had bright blue dreadlocks 
if that counts for anything. Otherwise, | didn't pay much 
attention to their set. My bad. 


4:30- Less Than Jake 

It was late. Everyone was tired, muddy, and ready to go 
home. But our buddies from Gainesville managed to put on 
what was without a doubt the best show of the day. Along 
with the regular cast and crew came a Clown, a guy in a 
leopard-skin leotard, and some other fat guy in a frilly black 
skirt, who had an upside-down cross shaved into the hair on 
his belly. The guys in LTJ aren't terribly gifted musicians, 
they can’t really sing, and they're certainly not a bunch of 
sculpted-cheek-boned Gavin Rossdales. Despite all this, 
Less Than Jake fuck'n rock. All of their songs are fast and 
catchy as hell. That's probably their allure; even though 
they can't sing for shit they have a knack for writing songs 
that get stuck in your head. And they have so many of them. 
They have more songs than Monica Lewinsky has tubes of 
chapstick. They could his eye, the singer ran, jumped and 
climbed all over the crowded little stage. After each song 
finished he would bow to the audience and say something in 
his broken English like "You are good” or just stand there 
and look out at all the people and marvel at what was going 
on. Backing up his on stage aerobics was a band that was 
Just as good as any here in the states. The horns were boun- 
cy and upbeat, the rhythm section was great, and the guitar 
player mixed up the ska and punk parts of the songs very 
well. They even slowed down for a minute to show that they 
could do the traditional stuff too. All of there songs seemed 
to be about the future and the hopes they had for them- 
selves, with song titles including “New Generation", 
“Knocking On the Door" and “Along the Longest Way” in 
which he sang “we're gonna make the dream come true”. 
Judging by the crowd's response, and the confused, yet 
ecstatic looks on their faces, I'd say Kemuri already has. 





2:30- Skeletones 
Taking the stage to the biggest crowd the da play a set a 
night for a week and not perform the same song twice. In 
between playing "9th and Pine", “Liquor Store", 
“Automatic” and a new one "Big Crash” which sounded just 
like the rest, but ripped just the same, they had a roadie use 
a leaf blower to shower the audience with toilet paper, 

some dude 
a 













climbed 
out of 
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ence,up 
a fifteen 
foot tall 
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tnd Baas” exclaimed 
the bass player, before belting out another few songs and 
coming out for two encores at the crowd's request. Like a 
Snickers bar, Less Than Jake certainly satisfies. 


Limp Bizkit 
Clutch 


at the Palace 


We arrive at the Palace late, but what the hell, we’re in 
Hollywood. After being interrogated and put through the 
search and seizure ritual that is mandatory at any 
rock/punk/rap concert, | entered the Palace and found myself 
surrounded by “Generation Next”. Everyone there seemed to 
range between the pre-pubies and the “I’m almost 18 now, so 
fuck off” set. 


Anyway, we were too late to see Seven Dust and my apologies 
to them. | did catch the second half of Clutch’s set. They seem 
to play blues-type riffs, only real heavy and long. They 
weren’t the most exciting band; they seemed content to just 
stand there -- along with the crowd -- trying not to fuck up. 
Usually | am a high on music, low on image/attitude kind of 
guy, but these guys really didn’t do anything for me. Plus their 
bass player looked kind of scared. Clutch received lukewarm 
applause at the end of the set. 


When the lights went down for Limp Bizkit, the stage was 
revealed to be set with a pseudo-Vietnam motif that was real- 
ly set off by the sound of the Doors’ “The End” playing over the 
P.A. ala “Apocalypse Now”. The props included cargo nets, 
sand bags, palm trees and areal U.S. Army jeep that doubled as 
the DJ’s turntable stand. The bass player even had a head 
mounted on his mic stand. The guitar player was wearing this 
skeleton outfit that made him look real spooky, and he moved 
like a malfunctioning robot. 


Limp Bizkit plays with a lot of energy. Usually, the only people 
you see running, thrashing and jumping all around are people 
who only have to strum a couple of power chords over and 
over. But if you’ve ever heard LB, then you know that their 
music isn’t all that simple. Their songs have really creative and 
dynamic structures that never loose that hip hop/metal 
rhythm. 


During the set, LB played a Korn-type version of the Ice Cube 
Classic, “Wickid”. Korn was in the house, by the way, as was 
Sugar Ray and House of Pain -- remember them? The band 
paid tribute to the latter by slamming out “Jump Around”. 
Limp Bizkit is certainly one of the best bands out of the Florida 
scene, and while Florida ain’t quite caught up to OC and south- 
ern Cali yet, it’s nice to see a little competition from back east. 


To end the show, the band brought out these two chicks who 
looked like they could be porno stars (and very well-paid ones 
at that) who were wearing these tiny white vinyl nurse’s out- 
fits. They bent over as far as they could, sticking their asses out 
and playing with themselves about as much as Is legally possi- 
ble, while the band played some obscure ‘70s pop song. The 
crowd went completely nuts as the singer slapped their asses 
in true Howard Stern butt-bongo-flesta style. The girls teased 
the audience before finally showing us their surgically 
enhanced breasts. 


And with that, we didn’t even have to think about stopping at 
the Tropicana on the way home. 


SOCIAL 
DISTORTION 
WANK 


April 8 @ the Palladium 
by Marcia Taylor 


1 ended up being asked to review this show on short notice, so 
had another commitment that kept me from getting to the 
Palladium until 10 p.m. So, unfortunately, | missed Wank’s set, 
which is too bad, because | haven’t heard them play for a long 
time, and | would really have like to hear the new material. 
Bobby, if you read this, congratulations on the record deal; it 
couldn’t have happened to a nicer person. 


The Palladium was chock full of hardcore Social D fans, so the 
crowd was delighted when the band arrived onstage. | wasn’t 
sure what the set would be like, as it’s been awhile since SD 
released “White Light, White Heat, White Trash”. It turned out 
to be a very welcome reprise of the band’s most popular 
tunes, with some entertaining commentary from Mike Ness 
between numbers. He referred fondly to the “old days, when 
punk was dangerous” and he pointed out to those from LA that 
OC has as much evil as the Big Orange. He also dedicated “Let 
It Be Me” to “all the tough girls”, with this explanation-- “1 
used to write songs to make the big boys flex and the little 
girls cry. | just had a birthday and turned 36. Now | want to 
make the big girls flex and the little boys cry.” Now that’s the 
kind of thing | like to hear a man say -- anorexic fashion vic- 
tims, bite me. 


Social D was in fine form, with some blistering guitar solos 
from Ness, particularly one during “1945”. John Mauer and 
Chuck Biscuits, the John Bonham of punk, really did a fantastic 
job in the rhythm section. And Dennis Danell always plays his 
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I'm not a terribly religious or spiritual guy, but the other 
night | had an other worldly experience. | saw the devil. 
He rambled on stage through a dense cloud of artificial 
smoke, with a big, beautiful wide body Gretsch guitar 
strapped to his chest. His name is the Reverend Horton 
Heat, and after seeing him, | am a changed man. For the 
hour he was on stage | sat there with my mouth wide open, 
completely astounded and absolutely afraid of the 
unspeakable things the man can do with a guitar. There Is 
no shortage of good guitar players in the world, but the 
Rev. is in a league of his own. He doesn't just play the gul- 
tar, he rapes it. Straight Attica, dropped the soap in the 





shower, no lube, the guards are having donuts, rapes a 
guitar. He takes punk, rockabilly, surf, and a bit of every- 
thing else, and blends it into a rainstorm of ungodly sounds. 
Not only can he handle an ax, but the boy can sing too. 
Everything from a baritone croon to a blood curdling 
scream that would make Satan himself turn green with 
envy. All of it drenched in so much reverb that it sounds 
like your listening to it through a tunnel. To the under- 
lord's right stood bad ass and stand up bass player extror- 
dinaire Jimbo. His guitar was painted bright red, with big 
orange flames at the bottom, though he needed no help 
setting it on fire. Most stand up bass players seem to take 
a rather laid back approach. Not Jimbo, He beat the crap 
out of his over grown guitar, bending it over for the Rev. to 
stand on top of, and tossing it into the air for one final act 
of brutality. The drummer was the shit as well, with Mr. 
Heat commenting that he was "the best drummer I've ever 
been in a band with." Not just idle chit chat coming from a 
man such as himself. Another thing that is so great about 
this band, is that they have the ability to play each song 
live, exactly the way it sounds on the album. I've seen 
other bands that were able to pull this off, but none so well 
as the they did. It was so good, that !'m almost suspicious 
they lip synched the whole show, especially one of the 
songs off of the new album; "Jimbo", was so perfect, | had 
to sit down and cry. In the middle of one song, the Rev. 
stopped and made up am impromptu story about meeting 
Monica Lewinsky, and a huge Bill Clinton, and some other 
stuff, but he made it up right there on the spot. What a 
performer. Ona scale of 1 to 10, 1 being any movie with 
Whitney Houston in it and 10 being any movie about a 
women’s prison, | give the Reverend Horton Heat a solid 10. 


There was nothing wrong with the opening bands that 
night, but | suspect they didn't know just how good the Rev 
was going to be. Warren from the Vandals came out and 
said "Wow, Happy Days are here again" to which singer 
Dave replied "Sit on it Warren". Of course all the Happy 
days references were a reaction to all the greasers in the 
audience. They played "Johnny Two Bags Doesn't Have the 
Blues” and ended it all with "Summer Lovin" from the 
movie Grease. They are one of my favorite bands and 
played an excellent set that night, as did Riverside's 
Voodoo Glow Skulls. Voodoo played a new song in which 
singer Frank Casillas actually sang. The guy isn't a gifted 
vocalist, but the fact that he tried, shows me that they are 





trying to grow, which is something I've been looking for 
from them for a while now. Still, compared to Rev. they all 
looked like a bunch of little girls. 


Kicking off the night was Big Sandy and his Flyrite Boys. 
They played a blend of country and rock n roll straight out 
of 1955. With excellent musicianship, including keyboards, 
and a steel guitar among other things, and Big Sandy him- 
self showing great vocal range, they definitely earned the 
crowds respect. 


Al arrived at Public Storage in Anaheim about 10 min 
before the first band was suppose to play. This band is 
called Secret Agent Bob. These energetic!5 year olds 
played for only 20 min, but the crowd seemed to like them. 
Their set included only 5 songs but the ones that were most 
memorable were: “Lust™ (cover from Suburban Rhythm), 
“Ska Shows", and "A Message To You Rudy” (originally by 
the "Specials" [duh] done in a third wave ska/pop version). 


Next up was the always interesting Unleaded Plus. Their 
sound has 
been 
described 
a s 
"Slapstick 
meets 
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This band has a lot of energy, and are a lot of fun on 
stage..go check them out! 


Up next was Numbnuts. A band whose sound is self- 
described as ska, but in a range between Unleaded Plus 
(punk), and The Decapitones (pop) influences . This band Is 
new to the scene, and proved to please the crowd. Their 
set included songs called : "Here and now", "Checkmate", 
and "Alternative". The cool thing about their set was they 
had Rich Balling from Rxb playing trombone. 


pees 


Slow Gherkin was up next...they played a rad set..which of 
course included "Satsa 111". I'm not too familiar with Slow 
Gherkin but | do know they kick ass! | would definitely go 
see this band again..they are nacho-average ska band. 
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of love". in all my times seeing My Superhero, | am still 
amazed at all the energy the put into their sets. The kids 
obviously loved them, and so did I. 


The Hippos were the headliners for this show. They played 
for a good hour..packing in such songs as: "Thinkin", 
“Asleep at the Wheel", "Diane", “Rock n Roll", “Irie”, 
"Forget the World”, and a new song called "Sand". This 
group Is one of the best ska bands | have seen in ages! They 
are funny, energetic, tight, and definitely talkative on 
stage! 


Fuck, seven bands too many tonight. | only saw six and 
still was burnt out by the end. Not too many people here 
tonight either, maybe 200, and the average age of the 
crowd was 16 years old. Most of the crowd looked like 
they could have been members of Total Chaos, the 
Casualties or a “punk rock” movie extra. 


46 SHORT played a tight set of straight ahead punk that 
reminded me of vintage L.A. circa 83’. Too bad most of 
the audience was more concerned with what the bands 
were wearing than what they were playing cause they 
were really good. | guess they just didn’t look “punk” 
enough for the crowd. 


THE DISTRAUGHT are from Hemet, uuhh., the guitar play- 
er had a tattoo of Eric from NOFX on his back. Wanna 
guess who they tried to sound like? Pretty run of the mill. 


ABORTED played a fierce set, getting the pit action going, 
reminding me that true hardcore punk Is alive and well 
in 0.C. Their singer has a good strong voice and the 
drummer is powerful, surprise band of the night. 


ANGRY YOUTH were the punkest looking band of the 
evening, w/ charged hair and all the garb. Although they 
are pretty young they played very well, sounding like 
DISORDER. Not too bad, the bassist needs to stop talking 
about his dick, it’s probably a teeny weenie anyways. 


SNAP-HER played some of their MTV approved “punk 
rock” and weren’t very good, | was bored so | went out- 
side to get some air. 


After what seemed a lifetime, ANTI-FLAG took over the 
stage and the crowd went crazy. They really know how 
to work a audience up and they played a tight set of sin- 
galong street punk. The band never stood still for a 
moment, exuding total energy and giving their all for 
the crowd. 

The between song banter, although idealistic, was a bit 
preachy, but they do have a lot of good things to say so 
fuck it. They were definitely worth the long wait. But 
damn | was tired. On the way back to my car some spiky 
haired drunk punk called me a fag. 

Oh well........ fam. 





NY’S HARDEST 2. 
BLACK PUMPKIN 
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TAANG RECORDS!, HOLLYWOOD 213 653-3573 
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BIG HOUSE BURNING 

STRAIGHT TO NOWHERE 

IBREAKPOINT/HELTER SKELTER 

Direct from Italy comes the grind core band big house burning, with 
the import release Straight to Nowhere. The emphasis here is on the 
“core” part of grindcore. Straight Faced type vocals over well exe- 
cuted and well produced guitar driven songs. Individually, the musi- 
cal parts are involving and powerful. Nice thick layers of guitars, with 
some interesting sonic touches and involving chord changes (Killer 
Clown, Urban Flame). 


ee ee 4/n terms of the song structures, big house burning has slightly more 
ws to offer than much of.what has been emanating from the tuning to 'D' 
camp, and lyrically Straight to Nowhere has some compelling songwriting. So what keeps this from 
being an epic release? ‘A couple of things by my ears. First, the grindcore genre is so formula rid- 
den, that distinguishing an original sound is a herculean feat. Big house Burning comes very close 
to this, if not by the sonic aggression than by the sheer pace of the songs. The vocal treatments 
are ridden with angst and passion, and definitely not the standard Satan drowning in molasses 
vocal goo we get from so many deathcore singers. But if the vocals are impassioned, then they 
end being strained by the force, and despite some backing dynamics, the vocals are what bring this 
record down in the end. Straight to Nowhere gets your attention, but is it worth seeking out? 
Hmmmm. FOR GRINDCORE FANS. 
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FLATLINE 
RAZOR STARE RECORDS 
A very eclectic mix of sounds, this three piece from San Francisco 
blends genres in an interesting manner. The funky bass line and 
drum beat sound very PRIMUS like, but the pseudo psychedelic gui- 
tar riffs and dark, jazzy mixes sound like a ROBERT FRIPP creation. 
“MAX ROACH on crystal meth” is how they sometimes describe 
themselves. German drummer Mario Pietryga, formerly of the band 
UPRIGHT CITIZENS (an early to mid 80's European punk band) is 
a strong foundation for the bands complex rhythm structures. Heavy 
solid bass lines runs rampant throughout. The vocals, although occa- 
sionally sounding a bit strained, are very flexible and range from the 
dark, dreary tones of “Memory Edit’, to the Les Claypool-ish sarcastic humor of “Wade”. This CD 
is an interesting mix of many moods, starting with a 32 second intro track reminiscent of the begin- 
ning of PINK FLOYD'S “MEDDLE”. Soon after the direction turns into a harder mode, and soon its 
_ back to mellow. again..... it is an unusual mix, indeed. 
-Mauxa 
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CHEAP SHOTS VOLUME III 

BURNING HEART RECORDS 

Out of Orebro, Sweden comes an amazing 23 track collection of 
punk, hard core, and ska bands. This is truly one of the best compi- 
lations I've heard in quite awhile, and there are a hell of a lot of them 
out right now! The CD is saturated with mostly harder edged punk 
qand rock, and two ska bands which surprisingly impressed me. THE 
AHIVES start out the disc with sort of an older, classic punk sound 
awith their song “a.k.a. |-D-I-O-T” . REFUSED sounds like a bizarre 
combination of a lot of bands (MINOR THREAT, MINISTRY, and 
HAC/DC) on the powerful track “The Shape Of Punk To Come”. 
BODYJAR is reminiscent of BAD RELIGION with “You've Taken 
Everything”, while MILLENCOLIN sounds a bit like GREEN DAY on it’s frustration-laced anthem 
“Twenty Two”. “Don’t Belong Here” by 59 TIMES THE PAIN sounds like a study session at the old 
school of SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. Ska folk LIBERATOR reminds me of MADNESS, with the 
hard partying hit “Kick The Bucket” and “Girls | Had”. PUFFBALL'S “Petroleum” is worth mention- 
ing because it sounds kind of like MOTORHEAD if TRENT REZNOR were singing instead of 
LEMMY. VOICE OF A GENERATION sounds like an British version of DROPKICK MURPHY’S, 
Other bands on this kick ass comp include SAMIAM, NO FUN AT ALL, THE BUSINESS, SATAN- 
IC SURFERS, RAISED FIST, CHICKENPOX, BREACH, THE SKALATONES, WITHIN REACH, 
DUCKSOUP, and NINE. Highly Recommended. 


BLOOD FOR BLOOD 

REVENGE ON SOCIETY CD 

VICTORY REC 

The world sucks according to Blood for Blood and this hate filled disc 
seethes with the contempt that they have for a society that has 
turned it's back on them. Each song is a nihilist anthem. When the 
band proclaims “| wanna spit on the ashes of this twisted world, and 
watch the whole fucking thing burn, burn, burn!” they do it with such 
honest force, you know that this is no suburban hardcore poser 
band. “Fuck you” is the message that they deliver, and the music is 
harsh enough to back the attitude up. The guitars are thick, vocals 
raw, and a heavy low end production sound bring the right punch to 
this record. Tempo varies but never gets too fast, yet the intensity 
never wanes. | could see a lot of the vegan gangster crew types getting into this, but judging by 
their lyrics, those are the people Blood for Blood seem to hate the most. | usually dislike “thug” 
groups, but the bands honesty won me over, good effort. 


pte ete Blt et it) 
> Re sar eras 


-Mauxa 


advance 
copy 


-Reid Fleming 


POLARA 
FORMLESS/FUNCTIONAL 
INTERSCOPE RECORDS 
This is the fourth full-length CD from Minneapolis-based Polara. | 
reviewed their third, “C’est la Vie”, pretty recently, and | liked it’s 
power pop sound a lot. “Formless/Functional” is quite different from 
its immediate predecessor. It’s very experimental, more like ambient 
than pop, with only a few numbers that have a fairly normal song 
structure. The one that sticks in my mind most sounded, unfortu- 
nately, extremely Grateful Dead-like. Not my cup of tea. 

-empty 











TILT 

COLLECT EM’ ALL 

FAT WRECK CHORDS 

Tilt re-forms with a bit of a harder edge to belt out some nice power 
punk that will have the fans satisfied. It seems that Cinder has toned 
down her vibrato vocals that | found so annoying and instead relies 
on her talent for finding melody within the fast paced tunes, smart 
move, Lots of catchy hooks and sing-along choruses accompanied 
~4by Cinders thoughtful lyrics. As she tells the tales of inner city strife 
and the testosterone laced damage of war and relationships. The 
@ command of language is so great, that one will find it hard to not give 
her props for being such a great lyricist. The band understands the 














value of a good punk song and keeps the music short and to the 
point, while never letting the songs get too” bubble gum”. 1 
Surprisingly enough, | liked it. 


-Reid Fleming 

























ONE LIFE CREW 

{11g AMERICAN JUSTICE CD 

TOO DAMN HYPE RECORDS 

Man oh man, this is gonna piss off a lot of people, but this record kick 
ass. The notorious O,L.C. have a new record and no one, | mean, no 
one is exempt from their hit list. They hate everyone, vegans, “emo- 
fagarinos”, hardliners, the KKK, Louis Farrakahn, cops, Princess Di, 
and the list goes on. The music is furious pissed hardcore that will 
induce blood in the slam pit, which I'm sure is what they want any- 
ways.Tons of skits between the songs will have you laughing your 
ass off one minute then wanting to kill them the next, and I’m sure 
they want that too. See like Foghorn Leghorn says: “It’s a joke son, 
get it?” Now if they would have only left out the crappy rap 


-Reid Fleming 


sys 
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This album has gone double platinum in Germany, platinum in 
Switzerland, and gold in Austria, as well as being included in direc- 
tor David Lynch's last soundtrack. RAMMSTEIN literally means “a 
battering ram made of stone”, and seems to personify the strong 
force of industrial hard core in Europe. | don’t think The States will 
be quite as accepting of this album, especially since all but two 
songs are in German. Nevertheless, if you enjoy the industrial side 
of rock, you should check out “Sehnsucht” (literally meaning 
“Longing”), it is a big, mean guitar-laden piece of electronic rock. The 
loud guitars and cool sound effects blend well together, compliment- 
ed by a guy with an impressive and very deep voice. Favorite tracks include “Tier” (“Animal”), the 
“Du Haust” (“You Hit”), “Buck Dich” (“Bend You Down"). 

-Mauxa 


CORN DOGGY DOG AND THE 1/2 POUND 

SELF TITLED 

SKUNK RECORDS 

OK, the name is what caught my attention, Corn Doggy Dog and the 
1/2 Pound, is one of the weirdest and wackiest band names | have 
4heard in a while. Once passed the initial laughter associated with 
the band's name, is pure, fun, rock. This self-titled release is a music 
powerhouse of tight riffs, chords and drumbeats, as on, "Hang'in 
On" and "Water". Z- Man, the outfits, front man has explosive vocals 
that grip the listeners attention and keeps it for length of the entire 
album. This is, a good twist of music genres for those who are 
burned out on the usual sounds buzzing around Southern California. 
-Joe Licavoli 




























VARIOUS ARTISTS 
THE SKA PARADE: RUNNIN' NAKED THRU THE CORNFIELD 

_ {ATO Y PRODUCTIONS 
LJ 10.k., it's about time. While everyone else has been putting out many 
undesirable compilations, finally comes the second edition of the 
Ska Parade compilation. The standout tracks come from, Thee 
Spivies, "Fire Safety", Reel Big Fish, “Uniform of Destruction", 
Suburban Rhythm, "Coming Out OF The Woodwork" and an unre- 
aeased track by Save Ferris, "SYLSB". All the heavy weights of the 
Orange County ska scene are on this compilation, and then some. 
A definite recommendation for all of those who are sick of all of 
these damn cheep-o compilations and actually want some quality 
for their buck. 
-Joe Licavoli 


f HOLY HAND GRENADE 

SMOKED 

COUNTDOWN/ULG 

‘International Cheese” is interestingly enough the first track on this 
ultra pop CD from HOLY HAND GRENADE. This power pop three- 
some has enough catchy riffs, overdone harmonies, and colorful 
production to cash in on the same commercial success that THIRD 
EYE BLIND and others have recently. The song, “Pleasurelicious” 
brought back childhood memories (ones | had repressed ) of mid to 
late 70’s happy love-folk pop, especially because of the big, shiny, 
happy vocal harmonies. Each song seems to be an interesting story 
about a different psychotic individual, usually female. There are 
many oh-so radio friendly tracks on this album, but “Mohair Fuzz” 
and “Kitten Come Back” seem to be the ones most likely to show up on airwaves near you.... Watch 
out. 
















-Mauxa 
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WATER & SOLUTIONS 

IMMORTAL/EPIC RECORDS 

On Far’s sophomore release, the Sacramento four piece takes a 
slightly different musical direction, but gains a more engaging music 
sound as a result. Water & Solutions is more melodic than Tin Cans 
With Strings To You, it's drenched in raw and honest emotion. Jonas 
Sonz Mantranga handles the vocal and song writing duties; his soft 
yet aggressive voice culminated with his sublimely thought out lyrics, 
remind one of what Walter Schreifles perfected with Quicksand. The 
rhythm section is what fuels Mantranga’s unrelenting fury (especial- 
ly the driving bass of John Gutenberger). The guitar work of Shawn 
Lopez and Mantranga is magnificent with it's ability to express 
almost as much emotion as the lyrics. On a few of the tracks Far utilizes such “un-punk” devices as 
a string section and keyboards, which only makes the songs more ravishing and well rounded. Far’s 
Water & Solutions is one of the best albums released so far this year. All fans of post-hardcore, 
emo-core, and thinking music in general have to buy this CD now. 






far advance cd 








-Jason Chittenden 


















THE SPECIALS 
GUILTY 'TIL PROVEN INNOCENT! 
WAY COOL MUSIC/ MCA RECORDS 
The original gangsters of ska are back with a very impressive new 
release. The Specials are great on this new album, with superb 
vocal harmonies, excellent hooks, unbelievable tight horns and cho- 
ruses that will get you singing along, as on, "Fearful". From the 
upbeat tracks such as, "It's You" and "Fantasize", to the smooth root- 
ed tunes like, "Bonediggin". The Specials are one of the pioneer ska 
‘bands from England and they're re-formation has definitely paid off 
-{musically, with their new release, "Guilty ‘Til Proven Innocent’. A 
definite recommendation for any one who appreciates remarkable 
music. 

-Joe Licavoli 


| THE NEIGHBORLEES 
YOU CAN BE SO FLIP 
ARE WE NOT RECORDS? 

The Neighborlees play a kind of jazz-influenced, low key pop with 
lyrics that sound more intoned than sung. Their sound reminded me 
very much of the late ‘70s New York thing -- i.e., Television, Richard 
Hell and the Voidoids, and James White and the Contortions. 
Definitely worth a listen, but not exactly booty-shaking music. 

-empty 
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V/A 

LIVE AT RAJI’S 
TON RECORDS 
This is a live recording of various artists recorded at Raji's in Holly 
wood from 1987 to 1990. If you were there then you will remember 
the great shows and rock & roll atmosphere- Raji’s was the place to 
be during this era. Some of the bands on this comp include: Top 
Jimmy, The Cadillac Tramps, Joyride, Hard As Nails Cheap As Dirt, 
Thelonius Monster, The Hang Men, and The Dream Syndicate. If you 
ever made it to Raji’s , or even if you didn't, go get this compilation, 
it's a great time piece. 


-Dimm 1 
SEVENTYEIGHTDAYS 
a REVOLUTION THROUGH ANONYMITY 
TRUSTKILL RECORDS 
= Before | talk about SeventyEightDays’ album | must bring up one 
4 ] f observation. Does it seem that Canada is producing some of the bet- 


ter bands now a days? Okay, now on to the album review. 
SeventyEightDays fuses sounds from bands like Snapcase, Eyelid 

Eaand Threadbare to deliver one of the creative new school hardcore 

ie @4aibums released from Trustkill. What | enjoyed most about 
; SeventyEightDays is how the guitars and rhythm section blend into 

#4 one with a forceful sound. Lyrically SeventyEightDays isn’t to shab- 

Si by; the lyrics focus mainly on introspection, but in realistic terms. The 

vocals are very reminiscent of early Snapcase; they have a raspy 
yelling tone which actually works. My only compliant is that Revolution Through Anonymity (which 


coincidentally sounds much like Snapcase'’s album title Progression Through Unlearning) is that it’s 
only a five song EP. Despite the limited number of songs, SeventyEightDays is well worth the 
Benjamins, oh | mean money. Word!!! 


-Jason Chittenden 














THE HUMPERS 

EUPHORIA, CONFUSION, ANGER & REMORSE 

EPITAPH RECORDS 

Before | hear any more rumors that the Humpers have broken up or 
are washed up (these accusations come from people who don’t 
know the band). | will ask you this, “have the Humpers ever released 
anything that didn’t Fucking rock?”! This release does have a little 
more diversity musically than previous releases, ie: the song “Ten 
inches higher” is a ballad and “Fucking Secretaries” being a very 
tongue & cheek light pop song. But, if you can’t handle those songs 
there are some definite rockers on this release, ie: “Steel Toed 
Sneakers”, “Kaiser Bill’, “Devils Magic Pants”, “ Noyou Don’t’, and 
#3No Escape”. Two of my favorites on this album are “Ghetto In The 
Sky” and “You Dirty Rat”. Most bands still can’t hold a candle to these guys. The Humpers have 
been thru hell and back with almost non-stop touring and studio work while still holding down day 
jobs and family duties. | hope to hear many more releases from them. 

-Dimm 1 














| OPPRESSED LOGIC 

AIN’T A DAMN THING CHANGED 

BEER CITY 

Oakland's Oppressed Logic play old style, no bullshit, hardcore with 

middle finger attitude. Vocalist Mike snarls while the band buzzes 

away with intensity ala CIRCLE JERKS /B. FLAG circa 81’ and tears 

down anything that pisses them off ;gang bangers, PC, winos, and 

{American politics. The bands moments of lyrical intelligence are few, 
S0 politically correct types should steer clear) but | can still dig this. 

Most PC types are a bunch of fakes anyway. Those into no brainer 

4{pit inducing punk rock will like this. 

i -Reid Fleming 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 





































. ¥ NEW YORK BEAT: 

Wat 2473927 | BREAKING AND ENTERING VOLUME 2 

: MOON SKA RECORDS 

In a world of compilations, arises New York Beat Volume 2. This 
showcases the talent of New York, for all to hear. If upbeat ska is 
what you crave, this compilation will be a delicacy for you. The stand 
out tracks go to Edna's Goldfish with, "Better Days", The Slackers 
spunk thing up with, "Pedophilia", the outstanding melodic, "Believe" 
by Orange Street and the ska kings The Toasters doing, “I'm 
44 Running Right Through the World". Calling all rude boys, pick it up, 
pick it up! 
-Joe Licavoli 
py JOY ELECTRIC 

8 ROBOT ROCK 

BEC RECORDINGS 

Techno that actually accompanies singing? Joy Electric proves that 
statement to be true. This album is an electronic ride through hook 
friendly songs from the explosive, "Sugar Rush", to the mystical, 
"Joy Electric Land". It kind of sounds like a video game at some 
points, but for a two man invention this album is quite impressive. 
-Joe Licavoli 


THE FAIRLANES 

SONGS FOR CRUISING 

SURBURBAN HOME RECORDS 

Great opening of somebody burping. Besides that, it is pop along 

€ the lines of Screeching Weasel. Not all that bad either. Great ener- 

gy and moves along quite well. Could be something on your list if 

you like the poppy Weasel years. Get off of your ass and get it. 
- Dan 


PO tm eT 

CHEATER 

fw HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS 

THEOLOGIAN RECORDS 

Plain old generic pop punk with all the predictable tricks. Long lag- 
ging songs with a smoker for a singer. Or at least it sounds that way. 
If you are just looking for something to listen to during the day, by all 
means go out and get this puppy. 

- Jennifer 


DIESEL BOY 

VENUS ENVY 

HONEST DON'S 

Buried deep in this second release by Diesel Boy are some punk 
rock gems, it just took a couple of listens to find them. By now you 

know that No Cal's Diesel Boy play the fast, formula punk that has 

come to represent punk rock on a major scale. Well produced, fast, 
and what passes for melodic. Sometimes funny, but always with the 

token speed sections (Cock Rock), or the racing snare drum driven 

Reisongs with quick backing sing along chorus’ (Sleepy Soliloquy). 
fiThen you get to something with a chewable hook and a nice bass 

line (Yeah, Yeah, Yeah) or Smchmooziphisus the Great which has 

that nice bass and some real energy. 


What's funny about this CD is that it's actually better than you think. In between the throwaway 
tracts which finds the boys waxing about the sexual appetite of young girls (Rubbing the Elf) or 
smirky songs about taking your money, come some tidbits worth listening to. "Adria's Warhol" has 
the grind and melody that compliment the well thought out lyrics, as does “All the Mayors of 
Roadville". "Endless Summer Days" definitely capture the feeling of the coast. And while the lyri- 
cal content of "The Continuing Misadventures of Generation X-Superhero, Slackerman" may fall 
short, the song has musical impact which (despite the cheesy keyboard riff) showing the band ina 
more muscular vein than when they're just hauling ass ("Cooler than You). "Punk Rock 201" has 
both speed and muscle recalling Fear, but the gem of the entire album has to be "Fiona’s Apple" 
which shows that Diesel Boy is capable of honing its punk into an original sound that they could 
call their own. Songs like that keep Venus Envy from failing. Oh, and the hidden bonus tract of the 
girls cut loose in the studio with some Aqualube and one noisy vibrator (sounded like a Beaver to 
me), which is as erotic as it is listenable (great mix guys). 
RECOMMENDED. 

-MEL TORMENT 


BR. RIG: DING RAM Dl ; Dare pace & THE SENIOR ALLSTARS 

DANCE sexig ausiias |MOON SKA RECORDS 

"gg ae Rarely is there a band that accentuates such an awesome product 
i of traditional ska, as Dr. Ring-Ding and the Senior Allstars on their 
3 newest release, Ram Di Dance. The vocal harmonies are superb, 
on the upbeat, "Dance with Me" and "Song For My Father". Dr. Ring- 
Ding and the Senior Allstars serve up a great combination of smooth 
reggae and dynamic traditional ska. Moon Ska, this is a definite 
keeper. 


























-Joe Licavoli 


GAS HUFFER 

JUST BEAUTIFUL MUSIC 

EPITAPH RECORDS 

“Rotten Egg", the first track off Gas Huffer's newest release, Just 
Beautiful Music, is explosive heart pounding punk rock, which leaves 
the listener wanting more. Unfortunately the rest of the album does 
not deliver. Gas Huffer ways heavily on upbeat, dancer friendly 
dpunk, which are very good qualities for a punk band to acquire, but 
‘some of the songs like, "Is That For Me?" and "Old Man Winter" are 
a bit repetitive and dull. Don't knock the whole CD though, it is filled 
with some good hook driven punk rock. 

-Joe Licavoli 
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MASS NERDER 

EPITAPH RECORDS 

Nothing much to be said expect "Everything Sucks". It sounds just 
like the album by the Descendents, with Milo light on vocals, Gee, | 
wonder why. If you enjoyed "Everything Sucks", or anything else by 
the Descendents, then this CD is a must. 

- Jennifer 


=) AT THE DRIVE IN 
EL GRAN ORGO 
OFF TIME RECORDS 
These guys hail from EL paso texas, Musically they are a mixture of 
melodic punk with some heavy rhythms and some slightly dark and 
Or moody undertones (almost a cross between early Jane's addic- 
tion and Wax) | would recommend seeking out this release and 
expect to hear more good things from this band. 

-Dimm 14 


DRILL TEAM 
q DElbL HOPE AND DREAM EXPLOSION 
Were Awd Ongaw Sneresran REPRISE RECORDS 






This is one great album from one great band with great production 
and some very well crafted songs. However, it doesn't fully represent 
the bands live energy. | have seen Drill Team about 4 times and each 
time | like them more. And may | Say- great musicianship, especially 
the vocalist and drummer. “Hold You Down” and “Overtlow’ are rem- 
iniscent of early 70’s pop rockers badfinger. Other thumbs ups 
include "Frosting,” a very catchy light pop rock song and “Camptown 
Misery’ (I think maybe a hit). Highly recommended. 















































-Dimm 1 


"] THE THUMBS 
MAKE AMERICA STRONG 
“wx | SODA JERK RECORDS 

“Not bad if you like pop punk along the lines of Blink 182, NOFX, and 
all that stuff. Very harmonious and sing songy. Not that bad for pop. 
J Pick it up and dance your ass off, 





- Dan 


BOXER 

THE HURT PROCESS 

VAGRANT RECORDS 

The Hurt Process is not a pop-emo album. I’m unsure why it has 
been labeled as one. This is standard poppy-punk. The songs meld 
into one another and are dull, | thought | heard some wanna-bee 
Face To Face similarities in here and nearly blew a new hole when 
| noticed who the producer is- Trevor Keith. Well, this ain’t no Face 
to Face. | like the cover artwork though! 


088 


-Jen Asvote 


SEDATIVE 

IN SEARCH OF AN ACTION PACKED SUMMER 

RHYTHMSICK RECORDS 

This 3-piece from Fountain Valley seem to have popped out of the 
woodwork seeming to cover the whole gamut with styles ranging 
tom indie to emo to punk. The garage-style audio recording of this 
falbum is perfect for the college indie market and has something 
some locals lack- songs with sincerity. | picture these boys playing to 
the likes of a Berkeley crowd. Orange County may not fall for em, but 
who the hell cares about the Orange County- if my friends like it, | 
like it too mentality. Check out this album for something a little less 
generic. 


4 ANGELS IN THE ARCHITECTURE 
#4 ONE TEN 
ONE PERCENT RECORDS 
| really wanted to like this for one tiny little reason- Angels in the 
Architecture are from Tonawanda, NY. | know, | know- you, the read- 
er have no clue where Tonawanda and probably don't care. | grew 
up about 15 minutes from Scott, Andy, Chris, and Jon (the members 
of Angel...). No, | never met them. So, | wanted to like these emo- 
fanatics even though | never met them before. Are you following 
this? 


-Tomas Espri 


Let's review this shall we? Straight-up-emo recorded in a shower 
Stall makes for an accurate description. The nasal vocals (maybe it’s 
because of EL Nino) get washed up and faded like dead ankle skin at times. Rub no longer, | Say- 
the dry skin that is. Please no more Stupid shower metaphors Mr. reviewer okay? So, you get four 
Songs on this little ep and there is one irresistible track any emo fan would wet their pants too- “110 
reasons.” |'ll wait for the album. It could be something-shower stall not included. 


WRETCH LIKE ME 
NEW WAYS TO FALL 
O & O RECORDINGS 
First things first. Yeah, yeah- there’s a couple of them Descendents 
guys in this five-piece melodic punk outfit and yes at times they 
sound a bit like the Descendants. Uh huh, yep. But, uhhh...The 
Descendents are a hard act to follow. 


-Scott Presant 


already heard than maybe, maybe you'll like it. A Dissapointing dust- 
collector, 


eee Cee oe ee 


-Jen Asvote 




























































ROIR RECORDS 
suggest you do a little stretching out because you will witness over 
two hours of traditional ska recorded live in 83’ at the Blue Monk Jazz 
Gallery in Kingston, Jamaica. As a kind friend of mine likes to say, 
|“It’s all about the roots, baby.” Well, that would be a good slogan to 
dcapture the sound of the Skatalites- but all you dediskated rudies 
would already know this. And of course, you know the talent they 
possess. Some favorite tracks you will enjoy on your hammock with 
your skagarita and lime: “Latin goes ska,’ “Tear Up,’ “Man in the 
“|Street” and “Four Corners.” It's 22 tracks, so enjoy, and sit back, 
relax. Highly recommended to the true ska enthusiast. 

-Todd Lynguis 
NINE VOLT 
SELF-TITLED 
CRASH/PRIVATE RECORDS 
From the humid parts of Tempe come a power poppy 3-piece. Just 
don’t let track one, “Slinky” fool ya- It sounds just like Tool! 
Confused? Same here. Here’s the dealio- some bands play power 
pop and still maintain to have an edge. Some can't. Nine Volt’s got it 
down. Only well-written songs here. A little sappy here and there- but 
it works. A pleasant surprise. 


-Jen Asvote 


SIDE 1 RECORDS 

| Often wonder how a band can deliver such wonderful pop and not 
take over the radiowaves bumping off the pulpy pop | hear as of late. 
Perhaps a few tracks of nine here will be thrown in the right direc- 
tions. Beware: The 22 Jacks have sing-song type choruses that will 
haunt you in your dreams. Yep, You'll be humming the melodies to 
“Sky,” “Passport,” and “So Sorry” in your sleep. After one listen, you 
will crave more. You'll probably even put the Police cover, “Message 
In A Bottle” on repeat. 

-Jen Asvote 


V/A 

WELCOME TO SKANNECTICUT 

ELEVATOR RECORDS 

It's refreshing to hear what Connecticut ska sounds like. Elevator 
Music proves two things: there is some vital ska from these parts 
and Connecticut is really difficult to spell. | learned of many new ska 
artists such as Ska King Crab, Rudie Brass, Sgt. Scagnetti, and 
d inward Variation who sing the delightful “Who shot Tupac” track. 
Overall, this is a very good album boasting nineteen tracks ranging 
484 from warm traditional to 3rd wave ska here. Place adjacent to your 
astacks of ska comps. 
-Todd Lynguis 


DARLINGTON 

GIRLTROVERSY 

LAS T BEAT RECORDS 

Opening track, “Jodie Foster” may or may not be about the actress. 

But, one thing's for sure-Christy on vocals knows how to sing with a 

happy, sappy, sweet, poppy quality that would leave every Lookout 

rep or fan bobbin their head like a clown with convulsions. Last Beat 

Records musta swiped em quick before Lookout got their hands on 

the 3 little darlings. By track three or four, each song sound like the 

last, but | still smile and sing along and | don’t know why. Buy this for 

it's perfect pop appeal. Girltroversy should come with bubble-gum 
-Todd Lynguis 


5 THE ADJUSTMENTS 

Tea ELL God EVERYBODY MUST GET CLONED 

STIFF DOG RECORDS 

Trying to pin a style on these guys would be pointless. On one hand, 
they're playing a little regaee, than a little punk-ska, than some rock, 
fathen they pull an organ out for christsakes. At certain points com- 
Btanarisons to the quirkiness of the Blue Meanies come to mind. 
Although they like to fuck around a lot, The Adjustments have some 
musical talent that really shines on selections such as“John Holmes” 
and the soulful horn-driven “Ego.” This is one of those bands that will 
be overlooked in Orange County in 1998 because it's not 3rd wave 
or catchy enough and that's just sad. Let me say this Orange County: 
without the likes of The Adjustments, you will be lacking some origi- 
nality in your tidy little ska cd collection. You must adjust! 

-Scott Presant 














LOUD FAMILY 

DAYS FOR DAYS 

ALIAS RECORDS 

Scott Miller and family put out a 70’s happy feelin’trippysamplin-sync 
filled album. Lots of experimental drugs come to mind with long 
patches of dry sand. | can feel the audiowaves touching me in ways 
| have never felt before. Loud Family has been compared to the likes 
of Radiohead. | don't hear it, though. Sound interesting? Maybe for 
you, not me. 

-Tomas Espri 
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SHUTDOWN 
AGAINST ALL ODDS CD 
VICTORY REC. 


guitar. Good thing they put their lawyers name on the liner notes, 
(minus d.i.y. points for that move) that way the bands who’s music 
they ripped off know who to contact. | would sue on grounds of 
“putting out a crappy record”. 


BUZZOVEN 
7AT ALOSS 
OFF THE RECORDS 
After a long absence Buzzoven return with a new rhythm section and 
grind their way through 13 songs. Instead of the trademark chaotic 
grind that the band usually snarls through guitarist, Kirk takes the 
#3 and to a more Sabbath-core sound that is as groovy as an inbred 
j0e-down. Even if the 
@ Dand is resorting to territory that others have tread such as CAVITY, 
and EYE HATE GOD they do it so very well, one shouldn't care. 
ij Definitely their best disc yet. 


-Reid Fleming 


-Reid Fleming 


&] AGAINST THE GRAIN 

MENTIROSO C.D. 

TOO DAMN HYPE REC. 

These guy’s press sheet makes a point to say that Rob Kabula 
(Agnostic Front) was in the band. Maybe they think it will help them 
i just did, so don’t blame me for 
being unfair. This sounds like early SICK OF IT ALL but not as good, 
and | didn’t like the crappy rap style vocals that the singer would bust 
out from time to time. They sing about betrayal, “the streets”, and 
people who pissed them off that they're gonna fight. Real original 
huh? Well neither is the music BORING. 

-Reid Fleming 


TRONA 

RED RIVER 

ROADRUNNER RECORDS 

“Red River’ came with a press release that listed the critical acclaim 
received by this Boston-based band since its inception a couple of 
years ago. | thought that the comparisons to X were fair: the har- 
monies sung by Christian Dyas and Mary Ellen Leahy were reminis- 
cent of John Doe and Exene, especially on “| Can’t Wait” and “Sail 
Into the Storm”. However, we're talking about later X-- the “See How 
We Are” period. The lyrics tend to be very minimal, and the overall 
sound is melancholy. | really can’t see why Trona has won so much 
attention in its home town. Recommended for depressed indie-col- 
lege oriented types. 


KEASBEY NIGHTS 
CATCH TWENTY-TWO 
VICTORY RECORDS 
Catch Twenty-Two plays perky ska with some interesting instru- 
ments added into the usual mix -- flute, French horn and Irish tin 
whistle. This makes for some lively music, fast-paced and aggres- 
sive. The press release mentioned jump-style swing and ragtime, 
but | really couldn’t hear much of these styles on the CD. The lyrics 
are thoughtful and interesting, some of them much sadder (“As the 
Footsteps Die Out Forever’) than the bouncy ska beat would let you 
E-istwentva}GUeSs. I’m not a connoisseur of ska, but | think this is pretty damn 
good. Check it out. . 


EARTH CRISIS 

THE OATH THAT KEEPS ME FREE 

VICTORY RECORDS 

Earth Crisis live, might this be a bit too much? That is what | initial- 
ly feared, but surprisingly | discovered an interesting take on the 
Syracuse straight edge/vegan outfit. The album recorded in New 
York opens with a new school hardcore version of the Cream clas- 
sic “Sunshine Of Your Love,” which is the best cover that I've heard 
of the song yet. The remainder of the album features many of the 
better tracks from Destroy the Machines and Gomorrah’s Season 
Ends. Hardcore fans of Earth Crisis need not despair, for The Oath 
That Keeps Me Free features two new tracks that will leave you hun- 
gering for a new studio album. As far as live recordings go this has 
to be the most clear and listenable one I’ve heard yet. In conclusion if you haven't liked Earth Crisis 
in the past, The Oath That Keeps Me Free won't convert you. But old fans will totally go off on one 
of Victory’s best releases to date, not to mention the phat tour coming up with Earth Crisis, Strife 
and Hatebreed. 


-empty 
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HAGFISH -Jason Chittenden 


SELF TITLED 

HONEST DONS RECORDS 

Hagfish = Fun, hook infested, melody driven, vocally harmonized 
punk. Among the variety of punk bands around in the punk genera 
of every day life, none are quite like the spectacular sound of 
Hagfish. Hagfish will have you singing along with spunky tunes like, 
"Band", "Alien" and "Sucker". Honest Don, these guys are a keep- 
er and this album is a must buy for any fan of punk rock. 

-Joe Licavoli 


East Coast swirl in it. Sort of 
repetitive at times and the songs are slow. Not on my top 10 ten to 
buy, so what the fuck, it was free! So |'l spin it now and then, but 
Not too much, I'm not a big metal fan. 

- Jennifer 


















Bea FURY 66 

ed FOR LACK OF A BETTER WORD 
SESSIONS RECORDS 
Punks from the greater Santa Cruz area that not only rock but also 
have something worthwhile to say. Although they sounded similar to 
a lot of current punk bands, after | read the lyrics sheet 


FURY 66 seemed a bit different and a little more zealous than most. 
This twenty-six minute album packs in 12 high energy tracks about 
teen pregnancy, egotism (“material gain”), self righteous manipula- 
ition, prejudices against skaters and punks, and a few other topics 
involving liberty and the American society. My favorite songs were 
“Blue Strip” and “H.C.S””, and “Forgotten Ideals” because of its cool 
melodic intercession. The second track, “Self Will” seemed to be swarming with radio ht axe 

-Mauxa 
















VIA 
ALL PUNK RODS! 
LOOKOUT & GEARHEAD RECORDS 
Co-sponsored by GearHead Magazine and Lookout records comes 
one of the few compilations worth your while. If not for the effort they 
took to scan the globe for suitable "drag punk bands", then for the 
cool Munsters drop-ins which fronts each song. The drops were 
Htaken from one of the classic Munster episodes which were pro- 
“duced during the dragster years when teen rebels were building the 
{first rails and drag cars in the late-sixties. Everyone one remembers 
James Dean, but does anyone remember Orange County 
International Raceway? While the Beach Boys and Frankie and 
Annette were too much for the beleaguered generation which 
brought us Vietnam, the real dark side of a generation gone wrong could be found swigging Schlitz 
and racing their rods on and mostly off of the sanctioned racetracks across America. 


This compilation captures those times with a '90's punk rock ease that doesn't really surprise me. 
What does, is the choice of bands and where they come from. | mean who would think to look to 
Europe for nitro burning roadhouse rock? And yet we get fourteen cool tracks from bands from 
Seattle to Sweden. Opening up the strip action is Sweden's Nomads with "Lets go to the 
Dragstrip", and each subsequent track is perfect rubber burning music. Bands like France's The 
Splash Four and The Helicopters (hey what's with the drag movement in Scandinavia?) giving us 
high energy, bawdy guitar driven drag songs, while the American end is brought up by Alabama's 
QuadraJets, The Hi-Fives, Gas Huffer and Man or Astro Man? (a way cool instrumental "Updated 
Theme to Supercar") as well as SD locals The Dragons. While | would rather hear The X-Rays than 
Gas Huffer on this comp (and | think Zeke would easily qualify for a spot on the comp as well), rip- 
ping numbers like Canada's Smugglers "Rock and Roll was Never Fun" more than suffice as does 
the PeeChees' lean, quick and desperate "You are Not". Finally, check out Servotron with an elec- 
tric touch on the creepy “Euro-Driver Mechano" as perfect set up to the big race. Oh, and by the 
way, Grampa's coffin dragster may win the race, but Herman's hearstmobile will always rule. 
RECOMMENDED 

-MEL TORMENT 


CLOWNS FOR PROGRESS 

PROGRESS 

LAST BEAT RECORDS 

A sharp, high-energy release for the aptly named Clowns For 
Progress, this disc quickly qualified as my. pick of the litter for this 
month, maybe for the year. Fifteen solid tracks from these New York 
youngsters which are tough, bittersweet and show street sensibilities 
beyond their apparent ages (Inundated Man). Great songwriting 
with memorable chorus' such as on "Kiss Me On the Moon" place 
this band on my must see list. "What | Wanted" struck me with 
bassist Deano Jones vocals which suddenly made me remember 
the immortal Minuteman D. Boon, but the songs energetic, salty gui- 
tars and hooky chorus gave it stylistic integrity. 

















Progress is a gem in a world of zirconiums. There is little wasted here, and CFP has a knack for 
writing memorable songs gleaned from experience ("Vegas" reeks of authenticity, an element found 
throughout this disc) , although the ripping punk anthem "Insect" just might be more metaphorical 
than actual. This is guitar rock which makes me care ("Going Home") while the hooks and vocal 
lines make me wanna sing along. Especially the cover of Neil Diamonds "Cherry Cherry" which is 
positively one of the best cover songs of the year. While most of the songs smartly clock in at fewer 
than three minutes, when the band stretches out on the over four minuet "Go Ask Charley" the 
send-ups and hooks are so meaty you just want to keep eating. Ditto for the slower, moody but no 
less tasty "Saturn Rain". CFI have earned their stripes on, this one. Find Progress, and you shall 
have your reward 
HIGHEST RECOMMENDATION. 

-MEL TORMENT 


m MY ORUG HELL 

















THIS IS MY DRUG HELL 

DIVERSITY/COUNTDOWN RECORDS 

Here’s another retro-’60s disc, which was recorded on an eight-track 
with “no digital shite”, according to band members. Numerous com- 
parisons between My Drug Hell and the Beatles were made in the 
press packet | received, but | found the former to be much more low 
key and not nearly as cheery as the latter. | liked this CD a lot. 
F4 Vocalist Tim Briffa has a good voice, and his nuanced phrasing is 
Mreally interesting and seductive. The songs are your basic pop 
Mtunes, mostly about love, with a real spare quality to the music that 
draws you in. Especially good songs are “You Were Right, | Was 
Wrong”, “Girl at the Bus Stop”, and “For Your Eyes”. File under the 
new psychedelic revival, dark side. Recommended for pop fans. 

-empty 

















LITANY 

PECULIAR WORLD 

TIME BOMB RECORDINGS 

Litany is an Australian band made up of four women who met at a 
place called the Rock'n’ Roll High School, which is a collective of 
mentors and students, “.. . where girls play all day everyday using 
instruments borrowed and discarded .. .” Prior to their involvement 
with rock, the band members spent many years studying classical 
music. Litany’s music, which is mostly pop with lovely, shimmery 
harmonies, reminds me a little bit of the Go Gos, but a little darker 
and heavier. Lyrics are thoughtful and address issues that affect 
women, encouraging independence of thought and behavior. 
Punto Favorite songs for me were “When You Gonna Stop”, “Rome”, “Buy 
Me an Ocean” and the classical instrumental piece, “Schubert”. Definitely worth owning. 


LITANY 
PECUUUAR WORLD 
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ORQUE RECORD 


POB 229 ARLINGTON, WA 22210 
Www.torquerecords.com 


21 songs by D.C. legends recorded live to six- 
teen tracks on one inch tape. Produced by 
Geoff Turner at WGNS Studios, WDC. CD $10.00 
ppd USA $12.00 World . Send SASE for Catalog. 


amit) 


WARPED TOUR 


for distribution: 
rogerh@war.com 
or (303) 440-0666 


www.rubberrecords. 
























TURA SATANA 
ELIEF THROUGH RELEASE 
F.A.D. RECORDS 
...Barely alive cause I’m dead on the inside." A line from the 
song “Flux” that remains in my mind, and is representative of the 
dark, yet passionate words from a poetess with a brawny, yet 
smooth set of vocal cords. From L.A., TURA SATANA has a rough, ~ 
loud, hard-core sort sound but is unique because of vocalist and lyri- 
cist, Tarrie B. She has drastic levels of emotion, turmoil, gloom, vio- 
lence, and seduction in both her words and her voice. The band has 
a strong metal edge, sounding at times like PRONG, LIVING SAC- 
RIFICE, even MARILYN MANSON. The deep and haunting vocals 
sound like GARBAGE, the PAIN TEENS, and L7 if they were all co- 
staring in a creepy horror movie together. There are a lot of solid tracks worth noting, but their fear- 
some cover version of NIRVANA’S “Negative Creep”, with help from John Davis of SLICK 50, is 
my favorite. Recommended because of its mixture of strong and heavy rock, combined with not 
just of a “token” female, but a creative artist with a high level of competent aggression. 


-Mauxa 


SPRUNG MONKEY 


MR. FUNNY FACE 
HOLLYWOOD RECORDS 
CU RUALSAMEE A lot of different music styles from rap to funk are dangerous to use 
advance cd when combining with punk rock, but Sprung Monkey very success- 
bead fully succeeds. Sprung Monkey has a magnificent over all sound 
mixing unique guitar rhythms, exceptional drumbeats and intensely 
melodic vocals. These factors are notable from the foot thumping, 
"Get 'Em Outta Here" to the heart pounding, "White Trash". San 
Diego delivers again, with another unbelievable punk band. 
-Joe Licavoli 





























































2 SKINNY J'S 

SUPERMEREADO 

CAPRICORN RECORDS 

YO! YO! YO! This is stupendous, in your face, rocking rap. My first 
thought, when | saw the band's name, 2 Skinny J's, was what kind 
of music could this be? After a listen, with they're upbeat hard hitting 
songs, | was hooked. Straight from the streets of New York City, 
comes the funky and crazy sound of 2 Skinny J's. Each song has 
it's very own greatness, but the intensively stand out tracks went to, 
"Pluto", "The Best" and "The Whammy". Rap has a new name, 2 
Skinny J's. 

-Joe Licavoli 


IN COLD BLOOD 
fy Wind HELL ON EARTH 
. VICTORY RECORDS 

Bin my opinion Victory is one label that one can usually count on 

releasing at least semi-decent albums. But with the release of In 

Cold Blood’s debut album, my opinion of Victory has been pulver- 
ized. The band has guys from Integrity, but instead of delivering the 
same style thinking death-core, In Cold Blood is like what a special 
education version of Slayer meets Integrity would sound like. | can 
only recommend this glam rock crap to fans of such morons as 
Deicide of Six Feet Under. So in other words, In Cold Blood’s Hell On 
fg Earth is the type of Lucifer influenced music that even Satan would 
boycott. 
-Jason Chittenden 


a] BATTERY 

B) WHATEVER IT TAKES.. 

REVELATION RECORDS 

On Battery’s second album, they have mastered East Coast hard- 
core but at the same time, they add enough creativity to keep them 
from getting lost in the crowd. But the one thing that truly makes 
Battery stand above their East Coast brothers, is the positive-do 
something attitude in the lyrics. This is by no means a new concept 
to hardcore, but Brian McTernan’s lyrics have a basis in reality rather 
than in wishful thinking. The guitar work of Kenneth Olden is abra- 
sive, fast and thought out. The rhythm section does it’s job of keep- 
ing time. All in all, Battery’s Whatever It Takes... is one of the best 
East Coast Revelation releases to date. 


UNDERCOVER S.K.A. 

THE THINGS MEN DO 

SLIMSTYLE RECORDS 

lere's a band that could show some of these new ska bands, how 
's really done. Undercover S.K.A. has it all, rocking guitar riffs, 
Nbelievably tight horns, outstanding drumbeats and extremely har- 
monious vocals. Each track has all of the energy and spontaneity of 
a zooming rocket through the solar system. "Here's To You", "Black 
Sheep" and "True Story", were a few of the most notable songs off 
this magnificent release from Undercover S.K.A., absolutely recom- 
mended. 


-Jason Chittenden 


-Joe Licavoli 


THE BENT SCEPTERS 
BLIND DATE WITH DESTINY 
BIZARRE PLANET RECORDS 
The Bent Scepters hail from what to most of us here in California is 
the most obscure part of the country, the deep midwest. lowa City, 
lowa, to be exact. This is the band’s first outing, and it is very enter- 
taining. BS recreates the British invasion sound of the mid-60s, with 
a little bit of Ventures thrown in. Think Them, the Yardbirds, the 
Animals and the Kingsmen. OK, it's hard for you all to think that, 
because you weren't born then, and your parents are young enough 
that you think Rod Stewart's ‘80s output is ancient. Well, you've all 
@ probably heard the Kingsmen’s “Louie, Louie”, and you might even 
EJhave heard “Gloria” by Them (featuring Van Morrison on vocals, of 
course). Or you've heard the Doors’ or Patti Smith’s cover version, right? Anyway, if like simple, 
direct, danceable songs that sound vaguely nasty with some Farfisa organ thrown in, you'll like the 
Bent Scepters. If nothing else, find out what all the other bands who weren't the Beatles or the 
Rolling Stones sounded like when they were little dudes just like you. 
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ADOLESCENTS 
RETURN FROM THE BLACK HOLE 
AMSTERDAMED RECORDS 
This is a live recording at the country club in Reseda, CA. in 
December of 89. Some of you old guys might have been there. Who 
knows, maybe | was there. It has all the great hits and a couple 
Agnews and Royer. Great recording, with a clean sound. Well worth 
the wait in line in a shitty neighborhood, just to watch them record 
this and own it too! This is pre-Adz. Get it. 

~ Jennifer 


STRUNG OUT 
CROSSROADS & ILLUSIONS EP 
_|FAT WRECK CHORDS 3 
have heard a lot a lot of hype about Strung Out and let me just ver- 
fy, all of the hype is completely true, these guys rock! This five song 
EP will be sure to get you moshing around your living room with fast 
unk anthems from, "Crossroads", to "Mind OF My Own", to, “Ghost 
‘own". Crossroads & railroads, is a wise addition to the collection of 
reat punk rock EP's. 
-Joe Licavoli 


SPEAK-SEVEN ONE FOUR 

KNEE DEEP IN GUILT 

REVELATION RECORDS 

It's not too often that | get excited when hearing about an all-star 
band, but with Speak Seven One Four (who's had a million other 
names) it was different. The band features members from Ignite, No 
For An Answer and Slapshot. The best way to describe their musical 
sound is Conversion-era Ignite with the same weak vocal style of No 
For An Answer. While listening to Knee Deep In Guilt, | started to 
laugh at how stupid Dan O'Mahony’s lyrics are; he tries to have a 


eAuniversal message, but instead he uses strictly cliché phrases and 


thoughts. Culminate that with the music that loses it's charm after the 
first track, and you have the over-hyped crap that is Speak 714. | 


expected much more from Joe D. Foster (who recently dropped out of Ignite, | hope it wasn’t for 


this crappy band). 


-Jason Chittenden 
N WILL SURRENDER 


S/T 

REVOLUTION RECORDS 

Finally there is a band who captures the emotion of Jawbreaker, the 
power of Quicksand and the inventiveness of Fugazi. The product of 
which is the Pomona based, Man Will Surrender. With ex-members 
from POW and Chain of Strength, the four piece strays away from 
the sound of their prior bands and creates an intriguing version of 


mai post-hardcore. The driving force is the pulsating bass lines of Ron 


Vickers. The emotion and honesty delivered by vocalist Lance 
Webber, discusses poignant and heart felt topics. The guitar work by 
Webber and Frosty brings an aggressive wall of electric sound that 
compliments the lyrics to perfection. The drumming of Bill Browne 


serves as the tool that brings Man Will Surrender’s sublime sound together.This fourth release 
proves to be their best to date and also one of the more well rounded outfits in music today. 


mindrot 
advance cd 


-Jason Chittenden 
MINDROT 
SOUL CD 
RELAPSE REC. 
Mindrot is usually known for their unique brand of doomvgothic 
metal. But on their new release they offer a mixed bag of genre styles 
that they conquer with perfection. But whether it be the Fear Factory 
tinged heaviness on “Cold Skin”, or the ambient Nephilim influenced 
“Incandesence”, the band never turns it’s back on the gothic textures 
that have made them a cut above most bands. It can be said these 
points are the records strength or weakness depending your tastes, 
but still a monumental recording. Well done lads. 

-Reid Fleming 


WANK 
GET A GRIP ON YOUR SELF 
MAVERICK/ REPRISE RECORDS 
Wank off! Wank, is living proof that any band can get signed to a 
jor. Their debut release on Maverick, is a sluggish ride through 
dull and boring riffs with no inclination of excitement. They're attempt 
at a radio hit, "Unforgiven", is the worst of all, although, "Super 
fi Normal" and "Paranoid", are close in the running. Ho-hum, another 
band wanting to be punk but throwing in enough ska to be thrown 
into the ska-punk section at they're favorite Blockbuster Music store. 
-Joe Licavoli 


WIZO 
KRAUT AND RUEBEN 
FAT RECORDS 
There are very few bands on the Fat label that are worth listening to, 
Wizo is one of them. These guys write such catchy tunes they will 
ave you singing along even though half of them are sung in 
German, no shit. Since Americans are so xenophobic most won't 
robably buy this for that reason, but that’s your loss you pathetic 
4A worms. Wizo sound like a mix of early STIFF LITTLE FINGERS and 
PROPAGANDHI (if they had a sense of humor) but never dwell into 
lame pop territory. If you don’t like Wizo “Fick Dich”. 
-Reid Fleming 


THE CRETINS 

WE’RE GONNA GET SO LAID 

MELTED RECORDS 

The Cretins sing songs like “Got Caught Cheating on My S.A.T’s” or 

“Show Us” [your tits]. The vocals are very nice, the tone is perkily 
a cheertul, kind of like if the Beach Boys played punk. The 23 songs 

sound almost identical. Punk lite for the very young. 

-empty 
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ZEKE 

KICKED IN THE TEETH CD/LP 

EPITAPH REC. 

Signing Zeke is the probably the boldest thing that Epitaph has ever 
done, and the smartest. The world of Zeke is rife with trailer trash, 
bad meth, lots of booze, and kick ass punk rock. Zeke rock hard and 
remind me of the Dwarves in their “Blood , Guts, and Pussy” era. In 
fact, they do the Dwarves better than the Dwarves do it now, if that 
makes any sense. Recorded loud and raw, put this record on and 
you will probably start a drug habit and contemplate screwing your 
hot younger 

sister. | insist that you buy this. 

-Reid Fleming 


SCAFULL KING 
SCANDAL! 
MOON SKA RECORDS 

"Hep, hep, hep! Get ready to hear a lot of that type of music from the 
Japanese ska act, Scafull King. The music of they're new release, 
SCANDAL, is just a lot of noise, lacking creativity and originality. 
Although, Scafull King does have energetic songs, such as, "Without 
You" and "You And | Walk And Smile". Now | know why U.S. bands 
get so much recognition when they go to Japan. 


































































-Joe Licavoli 


THE ERRATICS 


S/T 

{TOUCHWOOD RECORDS 

Anytime it is hard to describe a bands sound you know you have 
something good. But, with The Erratics | would not exactly say that 
they're good, they're more like great. The twelve song compact disk 
consists of diverse genres of music ranging from poppy melodic 
Hpunk as in, “Fence Sitting" to "the speedy and hard punk ballad, 
Deranged". Poppy punk, punk rock, ska, rock or pop, if your style of 
music falls into any of these categories then this is a definite recom- 
mendation. 

-Joe Licavoli 


LIQUID SPIDER STATION 

FIREWHISTLE 

DEVIL DOLL RECORDS 

The press release accompanying “Firewhistle” described the band’s 
sound as being like Husker Du and Sugar. That’s very accurate. 
hrow in Down by Law, and | think that summarizes the energetic 
op/punk produced by Liquid Spider Station. If you're into any of the 
hese bands, you'll probably like LSS. The songs sounded quite sim- 
ar to me, too. Didn’t really catch my interest. 


-empty 


FA JUGHEAD'S REVENGE 
JUST JOINED 

ITRO RECORDS 
From Southern California's own Jughead’s Revenge comes yet 
another LP of catch melodic punk. Is this a bad thing? Kind of, | 
mean it's not really interesting or all that creative. But as far as punk 
goes Just Joined is a decent release, but not as good as the stuff 
from Jughead’s BYO days. The vocals and lyrics of Joe D are more 

based in an old school punk mentality, which is a nice touch. The 
album was produced by Trevor Keith (is this the Trevor Keith from 
J face to face fame?), which helps to give Jughead’s Revenge a slight- 
Aly more melodic and poppy sound. So in conclusion, Just Joined may 
Not be too creative, but fans of old Jughead’s Revenge, Guttermouth 
or early NOFX should give the CD a listen. 

-Jason Chittenden 

USERFRIENDLY 
MOVIN' OUT 
COMMON CAUSE RECORDS 
The title track, "Movin' Out", kicks off this explosive punk album. The 
entire aloum leads the listener through tight guitar rhythms, endem- 
ic drum beats and symphonic vocals, as on, "Cause For Alarm’ and 
Girlfriends". A punk band has no easy to task these days to prove 
hemselves to be superior to all of the other punk bands in the world, 
USERFRIENDLY proved themselves to me and | am sure they will 
do the same for you. 
-Joe Licavoli 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 

SNO-CORE COMPILATION 

FOIL RECORDS 

{Among the various compilations that spring out of Southern 
California, the concept for the Sno-Core compilation sounded fairly 
interesting. Interesting is not the best adjective to use when describ- 
jing this compilation. Containing three radio hits, Sublime's, "Wrong 
Way", Reel Big Fish's, "Sell-Out" and The Aquabats, "Super Rad", 
makes this compilation about as exciting as turning on KROQ. 

-Joe Licavoli 


ONE MAN ARMY 
HDEAD END STORIES 
|] ADELINE RECORDS 
A terrific disc of Punk Rock n' Roll, raw and aggressive. If you are 
into the Humpers, U.S. Bombs, and Lazy Cowgirls, then you just 
f| might like this little ditty. The vocalist reminds me of Dwane from the 
¢ |Bombs and even the music sounds a tad bit like the Bombs also. For 
all it's worth, this is a good effort and I'll be awaiting the next offering 
of One Man Army. 
- Dan 
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30 SONG MEGACOMP FEATURING THE BEST SKA BANDS OF TODAY INCLUDING: 

Hepcat, Let’s Go Bowling, Dance Hall Crashers, 

The Pietasters, Mustard Plug, Less Than Jake, 

Mephiskapheles, MU330, 

Slapstick, AAA, Home Chicaga IL’s punk rock masters cover the entire 
7 s , RAMONES "Leave Home" album. cb/cass/tP 

Grown, Millencolin, 

Choking Victim, 

Limp, The Hippos, 


Jeffries Fan Club, 


Link 80, Fo ; : A Still New: FRENZAL RHOMB, HOME GROWN, 
a 2 V/A PUNK SUCKS, DONUTS N GLORY 
Chickenpox, : : . : Coming June 2, 1998: 
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KING INK II 

NICK CAVE 

2.13.61 PUBLICATIONS 

183 pgs., Paper, $12 

Let me begin this review by noting that | am not familiar with Nick Cave's music, although I recog- 
nized some of the lyrics collected here from other artists' covers. Song lyrics drawn from his 
albums beginning with "Tender Prey" and continuing through "The Boatman's Call" comprise the 
bulk of this collection, but it also includes an essay and a short film treatment, as well as some 
previously unpublished lyrics and songs written for other artists. 

You have to really like Cave's subject matter and style, because neither varies much. He writes 
mostly about death, homelessness, poverty, incarceration and loneliness. NMbst of his tales are told 
in the first person, and I had a problem with that, because | didn't feel like Cave inhabited his nar- 
rators; it felt to me like intellectual slumming. And since he's trying to bring these people to life 
and make us feel their pain, this lack of connection diminishes the poems' impact. His style is 
almost uniformly that of an old-fashioned murder ballad, so that there is rather a melodramatic, 
Victorian quality to most of these texts. | liked two poems that were a little different than the rest 
-- "New [Vbrning" with its overtones of Milton's classicism and the Yeats-like "Lime Tree Arbor". 
“Lament" featured some especially evocative imagery. I'd recommend this book to any Nick Cave 
fans and to people who like poetry that feels like barroom oratory in a fog enshrouded Victorian 
waterfront pub. 
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BILL SHIELDS 

ROSEY THE BABY KILLER AND OTHER STORIES 

2.13.61 PUBLICATIONS 

113 pgs., paper, $10 

Do you like manly poetry? If so, you're going to love Bill Shields' work. Shields is a former Navy SEAL who served three tours of duty 
in Vietnam and has written about its horrors and its aftermath for many years. The stories here are very short, maybe five or ten 
sentences, and they are largely autobiographical. He's been through a lot - an alcoholic mother, an absent father, three marriages, 
heroin addiction, being an absent father himself, and the loss of a young daughter to Agent Orange-related leukemia. Throughout, 
he maintains a tough voice, one that I felt I'd heard before in other writers who include the Vietnam experience in a character's back- 
ground. James Lee Burke's detective protagonist, Dave Robicheux, came to mind immediately. What characterizes the Vietnam 
voice? For me, it's the recounting of horrific events with an "oh well" ending the account. Not to mention the sweats, nightmares 
and the inability to connect with any other human being who wasn't in Vietnam. And, of course, there's the ubiquitous attitude toward 
women, who generally appear as ex-wives or pussy. I'm not knocking the voice; I'm just saying that Shields' voice is similar to oth- 
ers who write about Vietnam. 


I liked this book a lot - read it in two sittings. The stories are evocative and powerful; their brevity focuses and concentrates the 
imagery and the impact. It was like reading an autobiography that was being sent via telegraph. My only gripe was that | occasion- 
ally came upon the same exact phrase in more than one story, which really bugs me. You feel like the author is slacking and thinks 
the reader is too lazy to notice. And, due to the focus on only a few themes, quite a few stories feel simply like less-successful 
rephrasings of better stories that say just the same thing. These cavils aside, I'd still recommend "Rosey the Baby Killer and Other 
Stories" for its power, unsparing vision and heart. 
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AN SHOALES 
NOT WET VET 
2.13.61 PUBLICATIONS 
266 pgs., paper, $15 
f you enjoy satire and thumbing your nose at culture, both politi- 
cally correct and otherwise, you'll enjoy reading this anthology of 
essays by professional curmudgeony/writer lan Shoales. Mbst have 
been published in newspapers and magazines or performed on 
adio, but, if you're like me, you've never heard of him. Vihat a 
hame, because he's really funny. I laughed out loud often while 
eading quite a few of the alphabetized @y subject) essays. My 
avorites were the ones in which he makes fun of yuppies/baby 
boomers, i.e., "Circus", "Epiphanies" and "Esquire". His Prose style 
jis clear and crisp; he's an excellent model for would-be writers of 
opinion pieces Gn Skratch lingo, "Rants"). He knows the meaning of 
estraint, and he can laugh at himself. He's never self-pitying, and 
e doesn't come across as the most self-centered person in the uni- 
Current and future "rant" writers, buy this book and learn. 
ow it's done. 
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MILLION SIX 24 BAND TRIBUTE TO 
cdep $6.00 THE DAMNED 
cd $10.00 
Satellite Records 920 East Colorado Blvd. #151 
Pasadena, California 91106. email: satrecords@earthlink.net 
RECORDS | Distributed by Smash!,California and Rotz,Chicago. 






HAYMAKER L.A. 
7" $4.00 


PunkRagN°8-"How 
canyoudescribe 
somethingso pure 
and wonderful? | 


This is easily the best _ 

punk album to come. 
MRR N*172 - "This Smokes. Rough out of Colorado!” 
pop punk with emo tendencies. Along the | summer Tour ond. 
ways of early Jawbreaker and Dag Nasty.” | Cpee ouT NOW! 
Top 10 in MRR. Summer Tour and CD OUT NOW! ee 


Also Available From Soda Jerk Records: 
Messy Hairs/Ginders 
V/A - (37 Bands!)........ Punker Than Your Mother, CD 
The Thumbs 
Five By Nine 
Nobodys/Pinhead Circus............csecsesee .7/10 Split, 7” 
Bleed Hot Rod Racer, 7" 
7" - $3/$5 - U.S./World (XoM Se 


soe eA aL sila is cite el SESS ; 
CD- $10/$12-U.S./World Cerset ts ies retry 
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r? STUDIO 


112-A N. Bradford Ave. eh le - 
Placentia, CA 92670 645 So. State (eR, 19523 E. CYPRES 
Ei: 714) $79-7765 College Blvd. ‘t UNIT B. COVINA, 
VISA * MASTERCARD * ATM Fullerton Ca. 928314, CA. 91724 
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mo SINGLE USE NEEDLES 
HOSPITAL STERILIZATION 
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EE) 20387 BEACHBL. © 
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA. 
www.occc.com/hb-tattoo 
www.server.to/tattoo 


To Reduce The Choir To 
Just One Soloist 1p/ca 


ALSO AVAILABLE FROM EDISON: 


005: OVERCAST Expectational DAL Utsoneeesecsesesescd/cs 
006.5; COALESCE / CONVERGE SPlAtesevesesevecesesessesee7” CP 
O01; STARKWEATHER Into The Wiresoeseseveereel2’/mes/med 
004; COALESCE A Safe Placececcccscsececccevececcsscesse7” ep 
003: OVERCAST Begging For Indifference....7"/mcs/mcd 


ri ry edison recordings ee a ae ia ee 
p.0. DOX 42586, phila pa 19101-2586 US add $3 per order for fast priority shipping. 


: ‘ x Canada add $2 per item, Europe add $4 per item. 
We also distribute over 300 other hardcore/ punk/ indie/ 


metal label's merchandise. Send $2 (US), $3 (world) for Visa/Mastercard/Discover/American Express orders please 
our huge 116 page catalog or visit us on the web at call VERY DISTRIBUTION at (215) 203-8379, 12-7 pm daily. 


www-edisonrecordings.com or www.verydistro.com 


TIRED OF FEELING LIKE A CORPORATE CHUMP YET? 


SUCKER 














Sick of paying high prices to corporate record stores & still not being able to find all the indie releases you're looking for? Well, if so, 
check out VERY Distribution & Mailorder. We offer over 300 different labels and specialize in hardcore & punk rock, plus we even carry 
indie rock, ska, and metal stuff, too. We've got a huge 120+ page catalog, offer fast, honest, & reliable service, and we even accept all 
major credit cards. So what's the difference between us and them, you ask? Simple. We actually give a shit & listen to a lot of the music 
we sell, and we don’t just see indie labels as a dollar sign or a new trend. How's that old saying go? | think it goes “by the kids, for the 
kids”. Plus we sell stuff for a hell of a lot cheaper (i.e. most full length cds are priced from $8-$12, t-shirts for $12, lps for $6-$8, etc), 
and we've got tons of vinyl, too. So you want to find out more? Just send us $2 (US), $3 (world) for a copy of our latest mailorder 
catalog. It’s fully descriptive, and filled with tons of cds, vinyl, cassettes, videos, zines, clothing, stickers, & more. So break away from 
the corporate stranglehold they've got on you, get off your lazy generation X ass, and send a few dollars to: 


po p.o. box 42586 
(z¥ gh’ philadelphia pa 19101-2586 
Gistrib ution usa. www.verydistro.com 
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7 no knife. bluebird. rocket air @ troubadour 
5.8 left alone. 13. dead and drive. dial 69. tne abductors 
@pch 
5.8 strictly ballroom. tristeza. the cacarra solution. gaze 

hhisper @ koo's cafe 
5.9 avail @ showcase sd 
5.9 gaze. rizzo. the snacks. blue monday @ pch 
5.9 punker than your mom- youth is asia. laughing 
Society. go griff go. ninety nine percent. table 7. morning 
wood. this side up. tta @ gramps & ramps skate park in 
hespria 
5.9 i wish |. impel. giveuntilgone @ pickle patch 
5.9 damnation. youth brigade. d.i. union 13. chances 
are. bad samaritans @ troubadour 
5.10 avail @ showcase corona 
5.11 avail. fury 66 @ living room 
5.12 submission nold. third sex @ pickle patch 
5.14 enewetak. submission hold (canada). suicide nation 
(Kids from tno ko IoSi). los Chupacabras @ public storage 
5.14 the get up kids. braid. stratego @ living room 
5.15 the roots @ house of biues 
5.15 the get up kids. braid. giveuntilgone. jrod. no 
knife @ the barn } 
5.16 the get up Kids. braid. killingtons. giveuntiigone @ 
Koo's cafe 

.17 the get up kids. braid. crumb @ troubadour 
5.17 medication time. unhinged. gasp. mouth full of 
sores @ pch 
5.17 n.i.v the set up. sever. he revolvers @ the barn 
(Pm) 
5.17 18 visions. cain. exist. the set up. forced life. the 


5.18 the get up kids. braid. alphapahabet. derail @ pch 
9 the get up kids. braid. jejune @ che cafe 
9 elliott smith @ troubadour 
9 gary numan. switchblade symphony. dj jason tavitt 
the paiace 
.19 bare minimum. calabash case @ pickle patch 
.20 elliott smith @ troubadour 

.21 bare minimum. tba @ pch 
5.21 modest mouse. strictly ballroom. califone. caustic 
resin @ ei rey 
5.22 the most secret method. the lets be called @ pickle 
patch 
5.23 most secret method. shortwave channel. ta @ pch 
5.24 pch collective record swap/sale *""""" 
5.24 mr. t experience. teens idols @ troubadour 
5.28 sonic youth. neliurmm. destroy all nels cline@ el rey 
5.29 upholiow. pianes mistaken for stars. killingtoms lost 
@ pickle patch 
5.29 free all political prisoner benefit- u.x.a. autonomy “/ 
resist and exist voitures. ciril,. vanguard panther power 
@ koo's cafe 2 
5.30 ribbon fix. uphollow. planes mistaken for stars. 
Killingtons lost @ pch 
5.30 earth crisis. madball. one king down. scarhead @ 
san bernardino arena 
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F7ono 
5.30 sonic youth. oval w/ jirmm o' rorurke. solid eye @ el 
rey 
hacksaw. the thumb. electric sumner. topeka @ pch 
hacksaw. tba @ pickle patch 
tortoise. istope 217 @ el rey 
rocket from the crypt @ off the records in sd (free) 
rocket from the crypt @ el rey 
spazz. enewetak. f-. tba @ public storage 
spaz=. ruido. treadwell. volume 11 @ pch 
Kill holiday @ koo's cafe 
criminals. against all authority @ showcase corona 
joan of arc. froudus. bluebird. @ troubadour 
criminals @ showcase sd 
kraftwerk @ hollywood palladium 
tornapart. party of helicopter (kids in harriet the spy). ad 
ncration @ pickle patch 
41 froudus. bluebird. rules of nine. four @ pickle patch 
4 fobanorola @ pch 
-19 cit fisn @ snowcase sa 
6.20 cit fish @ showcase corona 
6.20 mile marker (Kids in hellbender. sieepytime tric. 
griver) 
waxwing. encyclopedia of american traitors @ pickle 
patch 
6.22 unruh @ pch 
6.23 unruh. bullyrag (aka fucking thunder) 
7.7 boys set fire. brother's keeper @ pickle patch 
7.10 run dmc @ nouse of biues 
7.10-12 goleta fest" so far: seein red. bob tilton. visual 
discrimination. arnmbassador 990. enewetak and lots 
more!!! ‘ 
27 assuck. reversal of man @ pickle patch 
27 los crudos @ claremont 7??? 
28 los crudos @ pch 
2 bpS2s and pretenders @ irvine meadows 
4 b52s and pretenders @ universal amphitheater 
4 drop dead. tba @ pickle patch 
5S bS2s and pretenders @ universal ammpnitneater 
5S midcarson july. grey am. Kill holiday @ pickle patch 
B cave in. ire. botch. jesuit. adamantuim @ pickle 
patch 
8.9 inside. the movie life @ pickle patch 
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shows on sundays at pch are Spm 

for faster show info be part of the inflight cartel: 
Tatoocane @aol.com 

879 hood drive claremont ca. 91711 

5.4.98 so cal. inflight 


dictrying productions dicirying | @aol.com 
pickle patch 805.961.9359 

che cafe 619.534.2311 

showcase corona 909.276.7779 

koo’s cafe 714.648.0937 

barn 909.669.0364 

no life records 213.845.1200 

pch club 562.434.4565 


Ppublic storage 714.635.6067 
the smell 310.281.6718 
troubadour 310.276.6168 
headline records 310.441.9616 
living room 805.564.0130 
KSPC 88.7 909.626.kspo 

al’s bar 213.625.9703 

spanish kitchen 213.680.4237 
lion*s den 909.620.9883 
goldenhills, s.d 619.237.0403 
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RED AUNTS 


NEW BOMB TURKS 


Ghetto Blaster 


THE CRAMPS 


Kicked In The Teeth Big Beat From 


Badsville 


THE HUMPERS GAS HUFFER 


Euphoria, Confusion, 
Anger & Remorse 


Just Beautiful Music 


At Participating Stores Only While 
Supplies Last! 
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5/13 @ Ventura Theatre Atal Ue) NEW BOMB TURKS 
16/15 @ Showcase Theater San Diego 5/12 @ Whisky W. Hollywood 
5/16 @ Showcase Theater Corona 5/13 @ Barn MES 0 Cy 

YAW AM USL A W. Hollywood 

HUMPERS 

5/29 @ The Foothill 
6/13 @ Club Mesa 


RED AUNTS 


“ Long Beach 
6/5 @ The Troubadour Los Angeles 


Costa Mesa 


GET YOUR EPITAPH STUFF 
AT THESE STORES: 


45 REVOLUTION 
ARON'S RECORD SHOP 
BACKSIDE 

BENWAY MUSIC 
BIONIC RECORDS 
BIONIC RECORDS 
BIONIC RECORDS 
BLACK HOLE RECORDS 


Fullerton 
Huntington Beach 


CD CITY 

DESTROY ALL MUSIC 
FANTASTIC STORE 
GO BOY RECORDS 
GREEN HELL 
GREENE RECORDS 
HEAD LINE RECORDS 
HOT ROCKS 

HOT ROCKS 

MAD PLATTER 
MELROSE MUSIC 
MIDDLE EARTH 
MUSIC EXCHANGE 
MUSIC REVOLUTION 


LIQUID CD'S 

VOID 

WORLD RECORDS 
BLUE MEANIE 
DOUG'S 

LOU'S RECORDS 
OFF THE RECORD 
SOUND ASYLUM 
SPIN RECORDS 
SPIN RECORDS & COFFEE 
LIQUID CD'S 
MORNING GLORY 
MORNING GLORY 
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@ LYNX 
GET'EM AT: 


FURNACE LIDO NOTHING SHOCKING 
Cypress Newport Beach Fullerton 
(714)828-4226 (714)673-9115 (714)773-5110 
ELECTRIC CHAIR LONG BEACH SURE & SPORT 
Huntington Beach Riverside Long Beach 


714-536-0784 909-359-8003 (562)439-2855 


Check out our web site for all the latest: http://www.lusheyegear.com 





